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7 o the GEN TLEMEN Reſident, and in 
_ the Neighbourhood of the City of Can- 


N . 


 TERBURY. 


GENTLEMEN, „ 
TE following pages contain a few 
. of the notorious abuſes committed 
on the inhabitants of this city, by 
a ſet of men, who, from the original deſign 
of the charter, were appointed to protect 
them 1n peculiar privileges ; but now, by 
a firm union and ſecret concerted mea- 


| ſures, the charter is made a cover for 


depredations—even that fountain of li- 
berty, the liberty of the preſs, muſt only 
flow by their direction in corporation con- 
cerns; which is evident in Alderman 
Smith—a man, who, I believe, is well in- 


clined to do every thing conſiſtent with 


the duty of a magiſtrate and a printer; yet 
dared not to print the addreſs, page 51, 
though fo inen Ae and ſo material on 
ſuch an occaſion; nor dared he to print 
this pamphlet on being acquainted with 
the title, though he knew not a line of it; 
dreading a revival of the injuries he had 
before received from the party, for print- 
ing a pamphlet of mine. 1 
Liberty is precious to every Briton, be- 


cauſe the law on which it is founded (when 
juſtly executed) protects the loweſt indi- 

vidual from the tyranny of the higheſt 
e 


2 power; 


power; and the preſs, when juſtly con- 
Aucted, the proper channel to convey our 
ſentiments to the public; but where thepeo- 
1 pls are debared from ſuch privileges, by a 
let of men who can raiſe a party to varniſh 
ſuch crimes, city walls. then, inſtead of 
| _ ſecuring freedom, become a priſon. All 
wife governments, whether deſpotic or 
| limited, have made ſevere examples, by 
i the moſt ignominious pumſhments, of ma- 
5 giſtrates who have betrayed their truſt in 
cauſes, when by legal proceſs they have 
been laid before them: but this ſets forth 
a tranſaction wherein Alderman Gipps, 
when chief magiſtrate of this city, with 
the conmivance of my attorney, contrived 
to ſtop my legal proceſs, and by artful in- 
ſinuations of juſtice and friendſhip, delud- 
ed me, till he got the arbitrament of my 
la- ſuit to his own deciſion ; and having 
previouſly acquainted his relation with his 
intention, conveyed an hundred pounds 
of my lawful claim into hzs friend's pocket. 
SGriuch an act required a ſtrong party to 
ſuſtain it; and, as that protection which 
law and cuſtom has given to good magiſ- 
trates, too frequently gloſs the actions of 
bad ones, a party was ſoon raiſed and en- 
couraged in all the abuſes which are here 
| ſet forth; by which the loſs of my hundred _ 
pounds was but a trifle in compariſon to 
| the injury J have ſuſtained; and that will 
5 ever be the caſe when the commanding 
. 1 8 officer 
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officer of juſtice baſely deſerts his poſt, 
and delivers up the fortreſs committed to 
his charge, which has been inſtituted by 
God and man in defence of property. This 
is a weighty charge againſt a magiſtrate, 
and heavy ought the cenſure of all men to 
lay, on the man who unjuſtly charges a ma- 
giſtrate with ſuch a crime; but if main- 
_ tained, I hope it will fully apologize for 
the ſtyle in which the proceedings are 
ſtated; and the following propoſition, I 
truſt, will convince every one that I have. 
no view to partial favour. FW 
Injuries, in which the common law 1s 
not provided to redreſs, there is a court 
of equity to apply to; but in this caſe I 

have been artfully cut off from both; 
therefore, if the Alderman and the Attor- 
ney, and a few others concerned in this 

dark affair, can ſupport the honeſty of 
their intentions and the rectitude of their 
conduct in an open court, I deſire them to 
ſubmit to a fair and equitable trial before 
our neighbouring bench of juſtices; - there 
let both they and me be provided with 
able advocates, and ſubmit to be examin- 
ed on oath, and enter into bond to abide 
by ſuch fine or public cenſure, as they in 
their judgment ſhall think juſt to caſt on 
either. To this propoſition I make no apo- 
logy to you, Gentlemen, from a firm o- 
pinion, that men of education 'and inde- 
pendence, who are appointed to hold the 
. r balance 
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* 
Way —_— 2 
o — 8 
1 \ 


— 


ever ready to do public ſervice, and watch- 


ful of the liberties of their fellow- ſubjects 


in eg will conſider the conſequence 
of ſuch a precedent, when an individual 


has received ſuch an injury from a chief 


magiſtrate ſuſtained by a corporation—the 


appearance of gentlemen in favour of 


their injured neighbours, will give ſpirit 
to the oppreſſed to fly to ſuch an aſſylum; 
—a relident printer will not then dare to 
ſhut out their complaints to the public; 
nor will any thing more effectually ſtrike 
a terror to ſuch men than being ex- 

ſed to refule or ſubmit to ſuch a tri- 


bunal. There are numbers in corpo- 
. rations who cannot, and from ſuch ex- 
amples as mine, dare not complain; 


which is evident in Mr. Pym, a brewer, 


- whoſe caſe the following pages contain.— 


A man bred to the buſineſs, with a family 
of eight children to provide for, yet 1s by 
the corporation denied the means of ſup- 
porting them, from no motive but to pre- 


vent his advancing in trade on the preſent 
mayor and the reſt of the brewers; and 
though 1t 1s deemed by every one an act 
of moſt abſolute tyranny (it 1s only whil- 


pered) none dare publicly to complain of 


it; and as the act which Gipps commit- 


ted on me 1s ſimilar to the reſt of their 


corporation practices; if he can prove that 
as a magiſtrate. or a neighbour, he had a 


right WM 


FE 9 
right to rule my affairs; or that I had not 
a e claim to the money I ſued for, 


he will then appear and 22 in an 


open court what he tranſacted under 
his own roof; and if the rectitude of 
the attorney's conduct, who opened the 
door to them all, can publicly bear the 


| ſcrutiny of an able advocate, and prove 
that he gave me honeſt ſervice for my 
ten pounds, he will readily embrace this 


propoſal; and whatever verdict 1s given, 


thall be mol! firmly abided by, and moſt 
_ gratefully received, by, 


* 


Gentlemen, 


THOMAS ROC. 
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Page 35 L 16, for vigour, read vigour. 


| 8, 1. 8, for injure, read injures. | 

| 5 16, 1. 18, for rights, read right. f 

| 19, I. 2, for further, read farther. | 

| 20, 1. 12, for Tooth. read 1onf. 1H 

| 22, l. 30, for ſome, | read Os | | | b 
| 59, J. 10, for requeſted, read requiſite, : 

| 64, 1 1, for Simmons, read Parker. C 
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LIBERTY and PROPERTY. 


animating words! To what a glorious and elevated 


ſtate have they exalted the imaginations of every true 


born Engliſhman* With ſuch ſpirit, unanimity and con- 


cord is this foundation of our happineſs maintained. 
that if the liberty or property of a ſingle object be aimed 


at, the ſignal is given and received as if each hand was 


Joined to an electrical wire all ſtart up to arms as one 
man ſtanding in defence of himſelf, leſt a whole na- 
tion ſhould fall by the wound of a ſingle ſubject. 


Wich ſuch energy and vociferation is this noble ſpirit 


breathed forth, that it is borne on the wings of the 


wind to our American brethren, and received with ſuch 


berates like thunder, to the moſt extended regions of our 


ſovereign's dominions. 


Bauch indeed is the language of the times; and ſuch is 
the general flaſh of corporations, that under cover of 


the ſmoke, they may conſume that liberty and property 


they are ſworn to maintain.—Kings, at firſt, granted 


. Charters as ſo many ſeminaries of ſecurity to their own 


/ 


power; but the governors of theſe chartars like the Jani- 
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F IBERTY and PROPERTY! moſt noble and 
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tumultuous and air-rending acclamations, that it rever- 
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Jaries. not only aggravate the power thate ſtabliſhed them · 


but pillage the people they were appointed to protect. 


Indeed, this muſt ever be the caſe, when ſuch a power 


ſtands opento the acceſs of the moſt weak and inſignifi- 


cant men; for as abſolute command is their predominant 


paſſion; they, either from an afſumed, or imaginary 


power, commit ſuch frauds and inſults on the property 
and privileges of the people, as would be deemed ab- 


ſolute tyranny in a King; and from the vanity of being 
deemed men of ſpirit, are generally lookiug out for 


ſome new object to diſtinguiſh themſelves; though 0 


of che higheſt injury to the public, like Eroſtratus, who 


fired the Epheſian dome, meerly from the vanity of 


perpetuating his name. I am far from reflecting on the 
people of this city in general; for go where, we will, 


we fce (in our Kentiſh phraſe) a pretty ſprinkle. of vir⸗ 


tue and vice; and wherever either prevails, it is gene- 
rally owing to precept and example; therefore, it muſt be 


highly prejudicial to the people when weak men, who 
are fond of office become their governors—that ſuch 


men are the prevailing part of our corporation, is chief- 
ly owing to the principle of the charter. 
When a charter was firſt granted to, this city, the 


mayor, aldermen, common-councilmen, ma- 


terial officers were choſen from the moſt diſèreet and re- 


putable inhabitants, and as ſuch, approved of and appoint- 


ed by the king, who granted it to them, as proper per- 


{ons to be intruſted with ſo great a power over his ſub- 


jects; but on every vacancy, the charter left room for 


them to bring in any citizen they thought proper to fill 
up the office: thus, if a party prevailed, either good or 
bad, the chaſm was filled up by men whole ſentiments 


agreed with the predominant party.—lIf the houſe of 
commons was invelted with ſuch a power, I believe it 
would be of equal evil tendency to the nation as it 1s to 
this city; for it is evident from many inſtances, where 


Parties oppoſe each other, that the matter contended for, 
though of the higheſt public utility. is paid but little regard 


to, in compariſon to the honour of defending a junto, in 
. | ſupport 


* 
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upport of which, the moſt deſperate meaſures are gene- 


rally purſued.— When . contention arrives to ſuch a 


height, there are but few well - diſpoſed men who will 


; embroil themſelves. with a wrangling obſtinate party; 
. which is demonſtrated by che great number of reputa» 
ble perſons in this city who have paid their fines to 


withdraw or avoid entering amongſt them; yet, I muſt. 
acknowledge, there are at this inſtant, ſeveral men of 
good principles and approved abilities in the corpora- 


tion; but as they find it in vain to contend, and as abuſe 


is frequently ſubſtituted for reaſon, they prudently avoid 


debate, and leave them in entire poſſeſſion of the held. 


Such acquilitions when once gained over civil governs 
ment, are, by ſuch men, looked on as lawful right of 


cConqueſt; and maintained over the people with as much 
vigour, as when an invading ſword makes a conqueſt. 


over a free ſtate, and every oppoler deemed a rebel. — 
I believe the ſequel will prove, that it would be a general 
benefit to his majeſty's ſubjects, if all the corporation 
charters in the kingdom were conſumed in a flame, that 


freedom, like the phoenix, might riſe from its aſhes. 


As the pamphlet I formerly wrote, intitled, Taz. 
AßUsE OF CORPORATION GOVERNMENT, is now ſcarce, 


I ſhall give a ſhort abſtract of it, to ſhew the ſtate of 
government in which I found this city, and the preſent 


corporation practices, as they neceſſarily lead to the de- 
ſign of this publication, FFF | 
Our protectors of liberty and property, the rulers of 


this corporation, formerly concerted a ſcheme to engroſs 


the trade and labour of the artificers into their own hands, 


by cantoning out the different trades into what they cal- 
led companies, appointing a, maſter and officers over 


_ each company, which were generally leading men in 
the corporation; to theſe they gave a ſham inſtrument 


of their own making; by infamy of which they extort- 
ed the ſum of four pounds, of ſome five, for toleration 


to follow their trades after they had paid for their free- 
dom, and obliged chem to ſign an inſtrument to be obe- 
dient to rules aud orders; which rules confined them to 
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particular articles in trade. and b quarterly payments 
- for themſelves and each journeyman they employed: 
for inſtance, if a woollen- draper could not live by his 
trade, and was inclined to try at grocery, ironmon- 
gery, haberdaſhery, or any thing elſe, the captains of 
the ſeveral gangs threatened As a to proſecute him, 
if he did not pay the fine. By this means the opulent 
ſhopkeepers kept off what they called 477% e mnterlopers, 
and ſecured the trade to themſelves. —Even a young 


 artificer, who had legally ſerved his apprenticeſhip, 


and taken up his freedom, dared not to do a ſtroke of 
work till he had paid this fine, and ſigned to be obe- 

dient to the rules, &c.—A young man may get credit 
for a-few materials to make a beginning and ſhew his 


abilities, who may never be able to raiſe ſo much ready 
money; and, it is well known, from ſuch low begin- 


nings many have made a reputable figure in trade; but 
by this inhuman reſtriction (tho free- born Engliſhmen) 
they were condemned to be ſlaves: even a carpenter 


dared not put a Jatch upon a door, a ſmith mend a 


lock, a ſhoemaker ſole a pair of ſhoes, or a taylor ſeat 
a pair of breeches, without being ſubject to a fine of ix 
and eight-pence for each offence; and ſuch offenders were 
more induſtriouſly ſought afier—held in more contempt 
by the magiſtrates, for thus honeſtly carning a ſhilling, 

than if they had been” detected in picking a pocket. 
Thus, by having the honor of being eſteemed free- 
citizens, of Canterbury, they were deprived of thoſe .law- 
ful privileges which are enjoyed at large, and without 
the leaſt contronl, in every village in the kingdom. 


But ſuch men eaſily maintain their ſyſtem; for as they 


are in poſſeſſion of city treaſure (Which is the property 
of the citizens, and deſigned to protect them) it is di- 
rectly applied in law againſt any man Who preſumes 
to diſpute the authority of ſuch maſters. 

As II am entering on the narrative of deſtroying this 
cuſtom, I would, if poſſible, avoid the oſtentation of 
even being thought a PATRIOT; for I find fo many 
who would ſpend their _ and ſortunes for liberty and 
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8 Woperty altho they would not give a ſhilling to keep 
8 a poor man from ſtarving, and ſuffer themſelves to 
5 be led by the noſe by any perſon they can profit by, 
2 that I will freely acquit my feilow-citizens of any pub- 
f U ſervice I have done under the title of a PA FRIOT, 
and honeſtly own, that I have ated in obedience to 
the inſtructions which I received from my father when 
I left Dublin; which were the ſame he received from 
his father when he left Wales, and had for ages been 
delivered down in our family from father to ſon; for 
7 be it known, fellow citizens, that I am deſcended from 
AF a long line of the antient Britons, who quitted this, | 
* their native country, ſoon after it was invaded by the 8 
Romans; for on finding them great patriots, ſo nobly 
poſſeſſed with the principles of liberty and property, 
that (like our modern aldermen) they would allow 
it to none but themſelves, my anceſtors, rather than 
become members in ſuch a corporation, peaceably 
GP retired, and for ſecurity ſettled on the mountains in 
T7 Wales, where, by time and induſtry, they became poſſeſſed 
of large herds, and flocks innumerable of line ſtate- 
ly long bearded goats. My grandfather being arrived 
mat the age of ſeventy-two, and finding his diſſolu- 
1 tion approach, appointed a day to give his children our 
„ FAMILY INSTRUCTIONS : as they differ ſomewhat 
from modern practices, and may be ſome amuſement 
to antiquarians, I ſhall here relate them juſt as I re- 
ceived them from my father, who was preſent. On this 
occaſion, there was a ſuitable entertainment provided, 
» and after dinner, whilſt they chearfully regaled them- 
| 5 ſelves, my grandfather amuſed them with emblematical 
= ſubjeas preparative to the deſign for which they were 
aaſſembled — Towards evening; the eldeſt fon, David, 
on receiving a ſignal from his father, withdrew, and 
led in his mother and ſiſters; after ſeating his mother, 
they all ſtood up, each ſex ranged i in order of ſeniority ; 
the ſons were ſeven in number, the eldeſt about twenty- 
two, and four daughters, the eldeſt about ſeventeen ; 
and by the — have heard of them, there Was | 
not 
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669 
not an old gentleman in Pembrokeſhire that could bleſs 
his eyes with ſo graceful a progeny, 

My dear children,“ ſaid he, the pleaſure hich you 
* always perceive in my countenance when I ſce you 
_ * ſeperately, may covince you of the joy which now 
_ fills my breaſt, on ſeeing you all thus ranged before 
“ me, —I am now going to give you thoſe moral in- 
« ſtructions, that, for centuries paſt, have been the 
guide of our family; by obſerving of which, the 
duties of religion will always be eaſy to you.“ — 
Then turning to his daughters, My dear ſweet 
© bleſſings, ſaid he, I have 5 ſent for you hither to 
be witneſſes of the charge which I am now going 
«© to give your brothers, as their ſupporting a high 
reputation in life, will always add luſtre to your 
_*, virtues. As to your own conduct, I have always 
*. religned you to that care (reclining his head, moſt. 
* gracefully to my grandmother) by whoſe wiſdom and 
«- virtuous example you will ever be ſafely guided. 

Son David, I ſhall direct my general inſtructions. 

« to you: 

As you are brothers, live like brothers, * ſuſ 
© tain your mother, our fiſters, and each other in 
every purſuit that is honeſt and lawful ; but if any 
amongſt you prefume, on the ſtrength of fach union, 
* to oppreſs or injure his neighbour, I charge the reſt 
of you to unite your force in protecting the injured ; 
« and diſclaim him as a brother till he has renounced 
* ſuch principles as muſt be a diſhonour to our family. 
As you, David, at my deceaſe will become poſ- 
e ſefſed of this ſmall manſion, and the little ſpot of 
„ land which ſurrounds it; tho it is not ſufficient to 
make a figure in life, yet it is enough for more 
* to make you happy; for by diligent care to your 
land, your herds, and your flocks, you will always 
« be prepared to entertain your friends chearſully, keep 
up a decent hoſpitality, and have a few milch goats 
« in reſerve to relieve the wants of any poor neigh- 
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lines of honor. 
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11 * the ſhire, look not on it as your own property, for 

* every ſoul in the land has a ſhare in it :—Therefore; 
«+ if you ſuffer yourſelf to be influenced by prejudice, 
* friendſhip, or intereſt, every honeſt man has as great 


* a right to upbraid you for breach of truſt, as the 


* 5 has the wife who defiles his bed. I have 


always made it a rule to vote for the men whom 1 


thought moſt wiſe and honeſt ; for though honeſty 
© may meet with temptation, yet wiſdom, the com- 
« manding officer, will generally keep it within the 


« Receive no bounty or penſion. from any great 
man, except you have given him honeſt ſervice for 
« it; for ſuch ſubmiſſions, by degrees, will unbend 
10 your induſtry, and make you ſubject to mean offices. 

Never ſubmit to any unlawful impoſitions; for in 
* ſo doing you injure the public, by making a _ 
„dent. 5 

Never murmur at paying a tax which is eſtabliſh ” 
* ed by law; if you find it grevious, report it to your 
70 repreſentatives; ; but revile not the tax-gatherer, Jo, he 
is diſcharging his duty. 

Meddle with no man's private affairs, except you 


Ware called on; for that is aſſuming a ee 


„over his underſtanding. 
Never make ſevere, or critical remarks, on the 


words or actions of honeſt, open-hearted, undeſign- 


ing men or women; but give attentive approbation 


to their innocent diſcourſe, and take a EINE im 
Promoting their happineſs. 


Be decently chearful in all companies; but avoid 


4 giving a {mile of approbation to countenance any 


„ man's follies or vices. | 
«If; any man or woman in the circuit of your 


neighbourhood, ſpend their time and fortunes in good 


examples and well-diſpoſed beneficence, tho your 
* ſtate in life may be beyond their influence; A. 4 as 


£ luch are true tricnds to the public, be you an c- 
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ample to your e and e in paying | 
them the higheſt reſpect and honor. | 
But if you know any deſigning men who appear 


to do no uſeful ſervice for a livelihood, and live a 


prey on the public, avoid ſhewing ſuch men any 
countenance ; for on. ſuch credit they frequently get 


into company, and commit their depredations. 
«+ If any man deeply injure you, on a candid con- 
ceſſion (in which be not over nice) blot the remem- 


brance of it for ever from your heart; but till ſuch 


conceſſion be made, tho' I need not caution you a- 


gainſt mean reſentment, yet look not on him with a 
friendly appearance, nor ſuffer your ws to rana a 


meaning foreign to your heart. 
++ If any man in company happens to drop an ex- 
preſſion that feelingly touches any of your foibles ; 


if you know him to be good-natured and honeſt in 


general, deem it rather a fally of wit than ill-nature, 


and paſs it unnoticed. Never aim at bringing ſuch a 


man to a conceſſion. 
« If you-have any controverly, PO 1t to the / a 


or the deciſion of honeſt neighbours ; but if you beg 
either friends or advocates in ſupport of it, you be- 


tray a mean opinion of your cauſe, and the men you 
apply to. 

If a neighbour happens tc to injure you, by maim- 

ing your horſe, your cow, or your goat, if he be 

honeſt and not able to make you reſtitution, be al- 

ſured that he has injured himſelf more than he has 
you; therefore, go directly to him, and ſhew a con- 


cern that your property happened to be ſtanding 
in the way of his peace, and reſt not till you have 


reconciled him to himſelf 
+ But if any man, or body of men, by an ee 


power, ſhall, in ſtern defiance of you, attempt even 


to take one of your goats by the beard, then, m. 
ſons, remember you are Britons, and ſtimulated by 
the juſt ſentiments of liberty, let looſe. the reins of 


every natural and reaſonable e in deſence =. 
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your property; and if you can neither maintain it“ 
% nor die honourably in its defence; I here charge you, 
„ rather than ſuffer your ſpirits by degrees to be 
* tamed by ſuch lawleſs power, to follow the example 
* of your forefathers, and retire to theſe mountains.” 


My grandfather's charge being thus ended, they 


- 


* each in order approached his chair, and after receiving 


huis bleſſing, ſeperately retired and devoted the reſt of 


the evening in ruminating and impreſling his com- 
mands on their minds. „ . . 
Such were our family inſtructions, but human na- 


ture, change of air, and different cuſtoms and man- 
ners, too frequently gain an aſcendant over the moſt 
virtuous precepts. | 


In the year 1745, I purchaſed my freedom of this 
city for 201. for which I received a certificate that 1 


thought ought to entitle me to all the lawful rights of 
freedom in its full extent; but found the following re- 
XX ſtrition : © Provided always that this admiſſion does not 
extend to make either the ſons or daughters of the ſaid 
Xt © Thomas Roch free of the city aforeſaid.” Now ladies, 


as I came here in the prime of life, were not theſe al- 


dermen a ſet of ſtony-hearted old patriots, thus barba- 
2X 2oully to cut off the moſt material part of my natural right 
ol freedom? but they deemed me either a Welſh moun- 
2X taineer, or a wild Iriſhnman, and were determined that 
2 none of my breed ſhould be free citizens of this antient 
2X corporation. I have always thought that, when aJew is na- 
2X turalized, his children that are born afterwards are as 
much naturalized as himſelf. Sure this trick was firſt im- 
poſed on the public by ſome mayor who was a haberdaſher _ 
pol ſmall wares and liberty, and who dealt out freedom 
from the charter as he did the tape and binding from 
IF the piece—ſo much meaſure, fo much money. — 


It a freeman's child is born a yard out of the 6rd 


WM valls, that child is deemed an alien, though the reſi- 
dence of the family be in the city;—if a lady on a 
tour to Paris, be there brought to-bed, the king of 
France cannot claim that child as his ſubject whilſt in 


: _ the 


Þ : 


t is 9 
che lap of its mother; nor is ſuch child ever denied 
the general rights of an Engliſh ſubject when brought 


home in her arms. I fuppoſe thoſe wiſe men diſcovered 


that freedom only breathed in its purity within the city 
walls; for if any freeman's wife ſuffered her child to 
be Rom! without them, the little urchin was deemed as 


much an alien as if he had been born on the coaſt of 


Guinea; and from the imprudence of its mother, could 
not be admitted to the city freedom, under 5 penalty 
of twenty pounds. 

This was a very prudent bye · law to deter che good 
woman from gading abroad at ſuch times. I wonder 
that theſe wiſe men (more effectually to ſecure the breed) 
did not make a bye-law to oblige the ladies to ſwear 
where, and by whom, they were got with child; ſor 
they certainly had as great a right to the one as the 
other, and no doubt but they wonld have done it; but 
they knew they had nobler ſpirits than their own to 
contend with, for they (dear creatures, I have always 
loved them for it) have ſo inviolably maintained their 
liberties and properties, as have been the means of 
keeping up what little ſpirit ſtill remains amongſt us, 
whilſt the male mortals; poor wretches, with all their 
boaſted magna charta, have ſeveral times met with fingle 
men who have kicked a whole nation of them out of it. 
If a freeman lodges without the city walls, he is denied 
the privilege of voting for mayor. This bye-taw was 
made, I ſuppoſe, when their worſhips began te give 
ſtrong beer at their elections, and, to cut off the expence 
of a ſhilling, cut off the right of freedom. If a free- 


man or freeholder reſides in France or Holland, he may 


come over and vote for members of parliament ; if the 
livery-men of London, who are the voters, refide in the 


moſt diſtant part of the kingdom, it does not deprive | ; 


them of the pnvilege of going and voting for members 
of any office in that corporation: what reaſon then can 
be affigned for ſuch a reſtriction here? A freeman cer- 
tainly when he enters the city walls, brings with him 


an his right of freedom, and the corporation have no 
mole 


— 
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more power to cut it off, than they have to cut off one of 
his limbs. If men's freedom be connected to their lodg- 
ings, I would adviſe ſome of them on the next electi- 
on for mayor, to bring their beds on their backs into 
= the town-hall, which undoubtedly will paſs for a cer- 
| 7 tificate. 1 8 | . 
43s their Recorders have been deputed chief juſtices 
of this bench in the law department, I have been aſ- 
X toniſhed that they preſided over a ſet of men, who, 
in deſiance of reaſon, equity, and law, have thus 
XZ trampled on the lawful rights of his majeſty's ſubjects ; 
but cuſtom becomes charter law, and they have made 
it a rule to keep in with the body, 2 | | 
I had ſcarce put this ſample of freedom, this certi- 
ficate in my pocket, when an officer came and de- 
XZ manded a fine of me in right of a company, which he 
X tiled, the builders; and likewiſe to ſign my name to 
be obedient to their rules and orders; but tho' then 
ga freeman, they deemed me an Iriſhi alien, and de- 
manded /fty ſhillings more of me, than was paid by 
true- born Engliſhmen.— This puniſhment was for my 
mother's imprudence in ſuffering me to be born in 
Dublin. On refuſing to comply, I was ſent for by the 
chamberlain of the city, who urged the payment; tel- 
ling me he had a charter which impowered him to 
ſeize my goods if I diſputed it. I requeſted to ſee the 
charter, that T might know what extraordinary previ- 
leges I was to enjoy from it, beyond what the cer- 
tificate of my city freedom exprefled ; and to know 
what the rules were, that I was to bind myſelf obedient 
do before I ſigned them; but that, he would by no 
means comply with; that as they were not ſhewn to 
common members, he would not break cuſtom; and 


ive 0: ; an 
ors deſired me to conſider the . conſequence of ſtanding in 
can Contempt of the corporation.—From this time I was 


iv frequently inſulted by the beadle of the company, who 


:er- J 
in rudely threatened every time he came, to ſeize my 
no Soods; but fearing my neighbours might imagine [ 
ore YE thus bullied for a juſt debt, I was determined to 
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it was their duty to protect me in all my lawful rights, 


; obliged to ſign and be obedient to them; that as I was A 
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. 
rely on che candour of che mayor and corporation in 
general, as I was fully convinced the demand was a 
"Haba: for, if the court-hall was burnt to the ground, 
the corporation, without an act of parliament, could 
not levy a ſhilling in the corporation to rebuild it; 
much leſs authorize a ſet of men to raiſe ſuch large 
ſums, which could anſwer no good intent; and as I knew 


T fent them a petition couched in that reſpe&ful man- 
ner, in which worthy magiſtrates ought to be addreſſed; 

ſetting forth, that I was fully inclined to act as a moſt 
obedient citizen to all juſt laws, ſtating the reaſons why 
I ſurmized this demand illegal, and praying that they 
would order a ſight of the rules and orders, before I was 


under their protection, I hoped they themſelves would 
be fully ſatisfied that the demand was juſt, before they 
ſuffered me to pay it.— This I ſoon diſcovered was a 
moſt unreaſonable demand on the very men who regal- 1 
ed on the fruits of ſuch impoſitions. FR ITS © | 
So my petition was rejected, and the money ordered 
directly to be paid, or a proſecution entered againſt me. 
As I was not in circumſtances to withſtand a lawſuit 
againſt the corporation, I paid the money; but with 
as much reluctance as if a piſtol had been planted at 
my breaſt, aſſuring them poſitively at the time, that 
if ever I ſhould be enabled, I would fully try the extent 
of their power. From this declaration they ever looked 
on me with an eye of caution, and tho' a member, 
would” never ſuffer me to ſee what they called their 
Charter: in other reſpects we lived on molt loving and 
brotherly terms, hunting out for offenders againſt our 
lawful ri e and meeting once a year at a tavern with 
the may the aldermen, recorder, members of parlia- 
ment, when in town, and the lord knows who, to ſpend 
at one grand annual feaſt, what remained from the ne- 
ceſſary expences of the maſter, the wardens, and privy- 
council of the company, who were very frequently o- 


Ent to meet at a tavern to conſult proper meaſures 
2 | for 


(4.297 } 
for regulating a body of ſuch: conſequence to the 
public. i eb oo SOA ED 
At theſe feaſts T always found: them a ſet of honeſt 
open-hearted communicative companions, and many 
of them great politicians; —here I was let into many 
deep myſteries of ſtate, ard had it fairly proved to me 
that full half the money raiſed by taxes was embezzel'd 
by a pack of damn'd rogues at the helm, and that thoſe 
| rogues always made it a rule to ſpend what ſhould be 
applied for the good of the nation, in buying places in 
parliament for ſuch as would aſſiſt them in cheating the 
public; that whenever there was a tax laid, there was 
but one half of it applied for the uſe of the. nation; of 
the remaining part, the prime rogue himſelf ſecured one 
half, one quarter went to the miniſters under him, and 
the members, who were deemed as common men, had 
the other quarter divided equally amongſt them. But 
theſe honeſt fellows, to avoid the ſcandalous imputa- 
tion of ſpending half, ſpent all; not a ſhilling ever re- 
mained after the grand feaſt, and frequently obliged to 
follow the example of other great ſtates, by running in 
debt, and leaving part of the reckoning unpaid, which 
_ obliged them to levy freſh taxes on their ſubjects. On 
thefe public occaſions, the members of parliament, to 
countenance ſuch uſeful members of ſociety, gave 
ſeveral dozen of wine to the ſeveral companies; which 
could not be done with a view of gaining an intereſt a- 
mong men of {uch patriotic and independent principles; 
and as 1t was deemed indecent to leave any ſuch liquor 
behind, I have ſeen them fo gorged with the plunder, 
that but few of them could reel ſafely home to caſt up 
the trophies of the day at the feet, or in the boſoms of 
their tender ſpouſes. —Thus I continued ſome years a- 
mongſt them, till I diſcovered the ule of the company, 
and the baneful uſe they made of the money ; when, on 
a grand feſtival, I demanded of the grand maſter, and 
his privy counſellors, to ſee their charter, telling them 
I would no longer pay an implicit obedience to laws I 
was ignorant of, and deſired to examine their books, 
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that I a know how that flock to which I contri- 
buted was expended. This, by no means, could be 
complied with, and the anſwer was, that common 
members were not permitted to inſpect either the 
charter, -or the books; but if I behaved as other 
members did, I might eſtabliſh myſelf in their good 
opinion, and from beadle aſcend to be one of the 
privy council. The proſpect of ſuch honourable offices 
were great temptations ; but, preferment gave way to my 
reſolution; and as I had been always civily received a- 
mongſt them, after poſitively declaring that I never more 
would pay a ſhilling, till fully ſatisfied that the demand 
was legal, I made one of my beſt bows and departed. 
T continually received threats to diſtrain my goods, 
to which I paid no regard; at length the chamberlain, 
who was maſter, reſigned his office, and was ſucceeds 
ed by another alderman, who, finding the finances 
Tun low, thundered out a moſt dreadful e en and 
on receiving my anſwer, a grand council was aſſembled, 
where all the powers of oratory, ſtimulated by the no- 
ble ſpirit of liberty, were exerted to inflame every mem- 
ber againſt an Iriſhman, who durſt diſpute and hold 
m contempt their charter and antient cuſtoms. This 
could not fail moſt deeply operating on the heart of 


every true-born Engliſhman, and immediately a fub- 


{cription was raiſed to proſecute me to the utmoſt, 
when they honeſtly engaged, if poſhble, to ruin me. 
The mayor and council aſſembled were now applied 
to for an order to proſecute me in their name. As the 
grand maſter was an alderman he found no difficult) 


mm gaining his requeſt, and they without enquiring into 


my reaſons for objecting, entered an order in the city 
book to proſecute me. On this I ſent a petition to the 
corporation, ſetting forth, that it was my full intent to 


de obedient to all juſt laws; that this company had re- 
fuſed to ſhew me their charter, to which I had paid as 
member; and as the laws of the land were open to 


every ſub ed, I requeſted, that as the company acted 
under their ſanction, they would oblige them to lay the 


1 laws 


„ 
laws and the books of the company before me, or 
eraſe the order. But this could by no means be 
complied with ; for, as moſt of the aldermen and com- 
mon council were either maſters or privy counſellors of 
companies, ſuch an inſpection would open a grand 
diſcovery ; thereſore it was deemed an inſolent requeſt, 
and my petition of courſe rejected; by which I was 
given up to the diſcipline of this moſt mercifal com- 
pany, who were now determined to ſtrike ſuch a blow 
as might terrify offending members for the future. 
- Being thus ſuſtained by the mayor and aldermen, 
they ſent me word that if I did not directly pay, they 
would pay themſelves, by diſtraining my goods; but 
their threats were ineffeQual, and they were too well 
acquainted with their own power to dare ſuch an at- 
tempt: their demand, which was for arrears of quarter- 
ave, being under 40s. they could not commence a ſuit 
at common law, as the court of requeſts here confined 
them to debts under that ſum; therefore, ſoon after 
I received a ſummons to attend that court, to which 
I paid no regard; and as the ſummons was ſent 
late the evening before, to take me by ſurprize, the 
court indulged me with another, to which I attended, 
and found our wiſe rulers on the bench ready to give 
Judgment (under the act which ſuſtained that court) to 
ſeize either my body or goods, which they moſt in- 
ſenſibly would have done, if I had not appeared, they 
being ignorant that they had no power to give 
judgment on an action commenced at their own ſuit; 
tho this was an error ſufficient to have confounded 
a ſet of common porters, yet not one of them appeared 
to have ſenſe ſufficient to bluſh at it. Finding them- 
ſelves confined within the limits of this court it requir- 
ed what they called ſpirit to leap over ſuch bounds, 
and ſoon after ſent me a bill, by which I was made 
debtor to the company bl. 15s. gd. on which I con- 
lelled ſurprize at ſeeing the debt increaſe fo faſt, as they 
ſo lately allowed it to be under 408. to which they 
aulwered, that they did not then know the great extent 
of 


and oppreſſion; and as they attempted ſuch frauds 


As.) 


vf their power; that in ſince ſearching their records 


they found full authority for the preſent demand, with 


which I muſt comply, or withſtand the whole corpo- 
ration. I moſt humbly begged a few days to conſider 
of it, which, in mercy, was granted, and the next 
court-day I ſent another petition, with this bill to their 
worſhips in council aſſembled; ſetting forth the evil 
conſequence to his majeſty's ſubjects, in thus lending 


their authority to a ſet of men who aſſumed a power 


beyond regal, by levying ſuch exorbitant taxes and re- 
fuſing to ſhew the laws which authorized them; but 
the anſwer was, what have we to do with him—the 
law is open—let him comply with cuſtom, or fight it 


out. Finding no redreſs I remained determined to 


ſtand the iſſue. Aſter attempting ſeveral times to bully 
me into compliance, they owned, that on a {ſtricter 
ſearch into their records they found a miſtake in the 


| laſt demand, and that their juſt rights according to 


charter, was only 21. 1s. 4d. which I muſt pay, or 
withſtand the united force of the whole city. Tho' this 
was ſo great an abatement, yet I required time to con- 
ſider of it; and having had ſuch bad ſucceſs with peti- 
tions, I went to the court-hall when they were aſſembled 


in council, and begged admittance, which aſter ſome 
I confeſs when I ap- 


debate was acquieſced with. 
ared iu the preſence of thoſe moſt provoking city 


fathers, I could ſcarce keep myſelf within the bounds 
of that obedience which is only due to honeſt men.— 
I began my application by acquainting the court, that 
they knew the firſt demand was under 40s. I then 
ſhewed them the bill which was ſent immediately after, 
of 6L 155. gd. and then produced the laſt bill of 
21. 18. 4s. which proved, that if I had complied with 


the former, I had paid near five pounds more than 


what they termed a legal demand; I likewiſe com- 


plained of their ſeverity in leaving me thus expoſed to 


a ſet of men who were guided by no rule of right; but 


demanded any thing they could obtain by threatening 


under 
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under their ſanction, I deſired they would order the 


laws to be produced, under which, they claimed ſuch 
authority. The maſter of the company, who was an 
alderman, ſaid, as the charters of the company were 
delivered into his hand, no man ſhould ſee them. — 
This cauſed ſome altercation, and I could perceive that 
there were ſome men in the corporation who ſaw 
through the fraud; but tho' they were very good 
patriots, and could rail againſt every department of 
ſtate that was out of hearing, yet they did not care to 
offend their neighbours or cuſtomers, and raiſe a {warm 
about their ears in defence of a fingle object; but, as I 
was preſent, and none being prepared with a reaſon to 
object againſt my demand, it was at laſt agreed that I 
ſhould fee it, with this proviſor, that it muſt be in pre- 
ſence only of the recorder and their clerk. It may be 
Judged what an indulgence this was, as the*one was 


attorney, and the other retained as council in the cauſe, 


As the recorder is ſince dead, I am confined from ſay- 
ing much in regard to his conduct, and {hall only ob- 


ſerve, that he uſed every neceſſary argument to convince 


me of the ſtrength and validity of the charter. How- 
ever, I ſoon diſcovered it to be only a ſimple agree- 
ment, drawn up in the reign of King James I. between 
the ſeveral artificers of the builders, to confine each, 
as carpenters, bricklayers, plumbers, &c. to keep to 
their own branch; but had no more authority to oblige 
any citizen to enter amongſt them, than the rules and 
orders of a common alehouſe club.—Nor could they 
have any demand on me, being no- way concerned in 
the building trade. By thoſe rules every freeman who 
choſe to enter among them was admitted for half a 
crown; but theſe gentlemen extorted four pounds from 
me; and if their charter had been legal, ſuch abomi- 
nable impoſitions appeared thro' the whole, as pleaded 


the ſame excuſe for their concealing it, as the prieſts 
formerly had for concealing the bible.—Hence char- 
ter governments require as great a . reformation at 


preſent, as religion did in the reign of Henry VIII; for 


jf the practices of corporations were now as fairly laid 


=. | open 


1 
open to the public, as the practices of the prieſts were 
in thoſe days, I believe the one would be found to in- 
vade the lawful rights and privileges of the people, as 
much as the others did the true principles of religion. 
On their diſcovering the opinion which I entertained 
of their charter, the alderman, who was prime miniſter 7 
of the company, made overtures to bring me over, leſt 7 
a whole company ſhould be ruined ; but as Tknew they 
were in debt, and not able to bribe me, I played the 
patriot, and followed the'example of fome great orators, 
by railing againſt their government, plainly ſaying, 
that I was determined to annihilate them, and that I 
dreaded leſt my friends in Ireland ſhould know that 1 
had ever entered into fuch a gang. This ſpeech bemg 
_ Ipread amongſt my brother builders, ſo rouſed the no- 
ble principles of liberty, that they would ſpend all they 
had to drive me out of the city, and ſue him, ſue. him, 
went like a hue-and-cry 'thro' every ſtreet.— The maſter 
{aid, he would be an hundred, and the other fubſcrip- 


M0 
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ö tions were in proportion to the circumſtance and malice | 
f of each member. Thus united, they were determined 
bl (like the brave Americans) to ſpend life and fortune in | 
bt ſupport of their charters; and foon after acquainted me 5 
i! that, on inſpeRing the original city charters, they had | 
if diſcovered full power to ſupport their demand, and . 
b they would no longer dally with me.—PFhis charter I : 
0 requeſted to ſee, but tho they were the rulers of the a 
5 city, I could not expect them to ſhew me what they f 
. had not; and indeed, if any king had given them a MF 
1 Power to levy ſuch taxes, he might as well have given WM 
| them his crown and ſceptre.— Soon after a procefs was 
ſerved and fucceeded by a declaration in one hundred b 
i and nmety-two ſheets, the demand ſo low as twenty-four 7 
fl ſhillings. —This was a pretty moderate declaration for e 
lH ſuch a ſum; but it was to convirice me they were now - 
b in earneſt. —The cauſe was carried on till it appeared 3 
1 at Rocheſter aſſizes, where a flaw was found in their , 
b declaration; for their lawyers appeared to act on the ] 
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This blunder only ſerved to fa them; but 
they could proceed no further without a freſh order from 
the corporation, 
There was now a new right worſhipful, who ap- 
xeared to have ſome conſc ience; for he, finding that I 
was determined to ſtand the iſſue, and knowing (as 
he was maſter of another company) the juſtice of their 
cauſe would not ſuffer the right of a ſingle citizen to be 
inyaded, except the corporation was indemnified for 
the expence that might attend it. So gentlemen,” 
ſaid he, if youll give the city a bond of 5ool. we 
« will again deliver Roch into your hands, and you 
may law him till you drive him to his own country!“ 
nis bond was a fad ſtroke on my brother buil- 
ders; but they had now got their hands in the mortar. 
On hearing of this application I ſent another petition to 
the corporation, in which I ſet forth the caſe ina ſhort 
and plain manner, and requeſted they would ſhew my 
petition to the recorder, This requeſt, being warmly 
ſupported by ſome reaſonable men, was at leng th com- 
plied with, and Alderman Grey, Alderman Ha ward, 
and the Town-Clerk, who were my particular 11 iends, 


went with it to the recorder; after the interview they 


came to my houſe and told me, that the recorder 
thought me a madman, for contending ſo juſt a demand, 
and adviſed them to make it up between the comp pany 
and me; but as my compliance muſt have left them in 
poſſeſſion of their evil practices, I rejected the propo- 
ſition. —Being deemed mad in the opinion of council, 


the company, whole ſpirits began to fink, were now 


revived, and by the earneſt perſuaſion of the mayor (who 
ought to have been the laſt man to urge it) they ſigned 
the 3ool. bond, when the corporation once more ſet the 
builders looſe upon me. On this I made another appli- 
cation for a fight of the city charter, which was denied; 

but on applying to the king's-bench, I obtain'd a power 
that obliged them to ſhow me all their charters and 
records, it being partly my own property as a freeman. 


I was attended to the Guild-hell by the mayor, the 


chamberlain | 


( 20 ) 


| chamberlain and ſome more worſhipfuls; but when * 
entered the grand magazine of impoſition, I was preju- 
diced in favour of their modeſty in concealing of it— 
the floor being ſtrewed with fragments of obſolete re- 
cords, cobwebs and ſpiders in all quarters, and on open- 

| ing the charters and records, ſuch ſwarms of paper lice 

1 and other vermin were diſcovered, that they appearcd 

| ' hHkefo many little companies empowered by the cor- 

poration to prey on the charters as they did on the 
citizens —Amongſt other things I found their corpo- 
ration prayer book, in which is this verſe from the 
hundredth plalm. 
„I will take no wicked thing in hand ; 

| I hate the fins of unfaithfulneſs ; there 

all no fuch thing cleave unto me.” 
In one corner of the room ſtood a noble yew-bow 
of large dimenſions, which might bear equal date with 
the charter, and placed there as an inſtrument of de- 
fence; on ſurveying it I found, that time and negle& 
had introduced worms into every part of it, and 
having the worm-eaten bow—the charters—and the 
worſhipful's, in one view, I could not avoid re- 
flecting with concern, that ſuch things as were 
made and inſtituted for the defence and protection 
of mankind, ſhould be ſo liable to corruption.— 
Every proper ſearch was induſlriouſly made; but 
no charter could be found that contained the leaſt ſyl- 
lable to ſupport their demand; and they appeared fo 
inſenſible of every thing committed to their care, that 
a rare-ſheiy man might have perſuaded them that thoſe 
ancient manuſcripts were regiſters of the birds and 
beaſts that Noah took into the ark. | 
As nothing could be produced to ſupport their pre- 
tenſions, I told the gentlemen, I hoped they would 
drop it; but theſe heroes, tho deſtitute of animunition, 
were determined to give battle, and as the law was 
open, they ſaid they would try it. — This conteſt 
ſubſiſting for ſeveral years,” it required a power to 
1 from N mayor; and one Mr. Byng 
| being 


== 
— 
22 „ „ — 


— ed 
. — w! is am 


2 


— 


en; q5n5ꝛ. as. as oo 
— 227 W004 SLRS a 
. 
e 
* 2 
* 


— ol 
* 
2 


_— 
- i 


— 4. — — TO 
—— — . .—— 


— 2 er hy es i — 


n P I At 2 {ones 2D Cs — — 
A IEEE dd 
— — — in —— 


34 


e Er... 
r 


Ae _ 
8 e * 2 r gs LOG 
2 8 5 
3 CRE Ps” SR 
A Re TI EO * Ne 
ITS TER 2 3 8 
3 . TI IIS 8 


=y — — 5 9 N 


* — 
ND, 
een — — 
- 


— —  —_— ——— — ea — = 
hens r 2 ns apts — - 9x Ex 
_— —— K r o ASE wes wt 2 5 8 A 
— ” — « ASA PTE ky * Mus I on 
* 


—— — 
29 55 


CEL REESE 
232 CT OSS 


— 
* 

rr / (( 

— Kw 


—————ꝙ—⁰ 9ß 2 Ea — 


2 P 0 EG. oo oe PIR 


— your 


_— — 


— ia 


45255„„„„ͤ%ꝗ—ũꝛw — 
r 


— 2 


a 2 


8 
— er 
—— 


being choſen to that dignity, I went to him and re- 
queſted that, before he granted ſuch an order, he 


1 4 


would aſſemble the aldermen, without the recorder, and 
order the maſter of the company to produce his laws 
and books before them, and that I would in a few mi- 
nutes, clear up what was for ſo many years held in 
ſuſpence. He gave me a fair hearing, and ſeemed well 
inclined to do juſtice. The aldermen were therefore 
aſſembled, and I had notice to attend in a room be- 
hind the court-hall. When I entered, I found the re- 
corder at their head. As he had the command, he 
aſked me, if I had received a bill from the company; 
I told him, if I had, I paid no regard to it; then, 
turning to the mayor, I aſked him, whether the laws 
and books were preſent. This was touching to the 
quick, and, to evade this enquiry, the recorder deſired 
me not to be pert. Sir, ſaid I, by what authority do 
you preſume to take ſuch'a freedom with me? and, as 
ſome men who cannot give a reaſonable anſwer fre- 
quently give an indecent one, he defired me to with- 
draw. Not at your requeſt, ſaid I; you have no au- 


thority here — I am invited by the mayor, and here I 


ſhall ſtand till ordered by him to depart. This cauſed 
a long and profound filence; for they were ſo con- 
ſcious of their guilt, that they appeared as much ter- 
rified at ſeeing of me, as Macbeth was at the ghoſt of 
Banco whom he had murdered. At laſt, one of them 
roſe up and ſaid, Mr. Roch, I believe it is the ſenti- 
“ments of the gentlemen that you withdraw. —Gen- 
tlemen, ſaid J, if you ſurrender your authority to him, 


| 1 ſhall pay no regard to either him or you; and ſo 
departed with moſt contemptible reflections on thoſe 


2 757 80 majeſtrates, who would give me no hearing, 
ut what tended to deceive or inſult me into their 
meaſures. | 


In the pamphlet I publiſhed on the occaſion, entitled 


Tue Abuſe of Corporation Government, I have fully de- 


icribed how every ſhift and art that the law would al- 
low, was practiſed to tire me out, At one time found- 


ing 


tw} 


ing their elk under one title, then on another, till 


finding that neither propoſals, threats, nor proceedings 


could tire me out, they again brought it to trial at 
Maidftone aſſizes, in the year 1738, where the evening 
before they made propoſals of accommodation, and 
offered to be very merciful to me, which I rejected. 
As it was neceſſary to prove me a freeman of the city, 


to claim their corporation demand, they declined even 
that proof rather than produce their ſham charter before ® 


my Lord Mansfield, who ſat judge; and they were non- 
ſuited. Thus ended this long conteſt, which ſtruck off 


the ſhackles from the hands of the labouring artificer, 


and laid trade free and open in this city, conſiſtent 
with the general laws of the land. : 

This oppoſition, by many was deemed imprudent 
in a man who came a ſtranger to the city, who was 
unſuſtained by either fortune, friends, or family con- 
nections, who had nothing to depend on but his labour, 
and that labour depending on the people he contend- 
ed with, But ſure no man who has ſpirit to contend 
for national liberty, could ſubmit to the arbitrary im- 
poſitions of ſuch a petty ſet of rulers in his own neigh- 

bourhood. The fraud appeared fo plain to me, chat 
it was as much againſt my nature to ſubmit to it, as it 
Has ever been to diſpute a juſt demand; and, if there 
had been no probability of redreſs, rather than be con- 


trouled by ſuch a lawleſs banditti, I would have obey- 


ed our family inſtructions, and retired either to Dublin 
or the mountains in Wales. 


J wiſh ſome of thoſe great lords I have eaſy ac. 


ceſs to his majeſty's ear, and know how an uphol- 
terer ought to addreſs his ſovereign, would acquaint 
his majeſty from me, with the virtue and uſe of thoſe 
pretty codictls which his forefathers have tacked to the 
and inſtrument of liberty and property; and uſe his 
influence, if he has any, with ſuch mighty potentates, 
to grant their ſubjects ſome ſort of magna charta, un- 
der them; and, at the ſame time, if he will conde- 


ſcend to beg for it, endeavour to get a grant for fu- 
; ture 
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Jpued with wiſdom. This charity was founded on the 
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ture kings to be indulged with the privilege of either | 


fitting or ſtanding in the preſence of ſuch great men. 
How muſt it aggravate any man of reaſonable ſpirit, 
who is ever prepared to expoſe any thing that nature 
and providence has bleſſed him with in defence of the 
juſt laws and rights of his country, to be ſubject to 
the impoſitions of ſuch a ſubordinate ſet ?—The high- 
ſpirited ſteed who will generouſly ſtrain till he burſts 
his heart-ſtrings, in obedience to the diſcipline of his 
lord, may be teized to death by a ſwarm of inſets. 

I have often wondered that theſe men never aimed at 
keeping the citizens in awe, by pretending a power 
to raiſe the devil by their charters —A right worſhip- 
ful in his ſcarlet gown, faced with fur, with a white 


rod in his hand, and the old records before him, 
wonld have paſſed very well for a wizard or conjuror. 


A good recorder, with his grave face, white ſpreading 
band, and a long black gown would have made a moſt 
excellent Tycho; and, as the town-clerk acts in a double 
capacity, both as chaplam and attorney, he is cut out 


for a devil; and the ſubalterns might have been em- 


ployed in ſpitting fire-works and crackers. Indeed, the 
alderman who was maſter of the company that ſued 
me, did make a ſmall attempt that way; for being 


aſked before all his brethren in the court-hall, whe- 


ther he was ſure that the demand he made on me was 
right according to his charter? anſwered, that he did 
not know, for it was all m Latin; but our attorney, 
faid he, who is a Latin ſcholar, ſays, it is right to a 
farthing. However, I diſcovered afterwards it was 


plain Engliſh ; but being wrote in a court-hand, it 


might be either Greek, or Hebrew, or conjuration to 
his worſhip. op 

I have been informed by a friend of mine, who has 
been a great traveller, that the people in one part of 


the Indies are pollefſed with a notion, that ifythey pay 


reſpect and take care of ſuch of their fellow creatures 
who are under-witted, that they themſelves will be in- 


moſt 


TY 5 


- moſt generons and . principles; - for, inſtead of 


being ſubje to the contempt and deriſion of others, it 
put thoſe half-naturals of the creation (which by way 


of diſtinction they called DOODLES) in a degree of 


eſteem; and in every large town they erected a magni- 


ficent houſe for their reception, which was ſtiled THE 


Dooprt-Houszs. I wiſh there was ſuch a houſe 
erected in every corporation town in the kingdom, that 


| ſuch objects might be collected and kept together to 


prevent their doing the publick any miſchief; for it 
was obſerved of thoſe poor creatures, that they were ſo 


_ refractory in nature to any thing that appeared rational, 


that if any good-natured charitable perſon attempted 
to inſtruct them, or reform their natural cuſtoms, 
they united together to attack him, tooth and nail. 


I had not only the corporation to contend with, but 


every freeman in the city was up in arms againſt me; 


for as they had all been drawn into companies, their 


captains, who had enliſted and were eternally fleecing 
them, now amuſed them with notions of freedom, 


continually crying out, our charters are in danger; and 


fo ſtimulated them, that no man was el ho- 


neſt, or a lover of his country, that would not 


to the laſt maintain the charter; like the flaming 


heroes on the continent, who, under the banner of 


liberty, are as ready to hang thoſe who will not join 
them in battle, as they formerly did thoſe who would 
not join them in prayer. But when the whole fraud 
was exploded, every reaſonable man was convinced, 
and approved of my proceedings; with ſuch, there- 
fore, I have ever lived on good terms; but as to the 
corporation, let who will ſucceed, they become one 


body and one mind; nor can the reſentment of the 
_ Jeſuits be keener againſt any man who attempts to _ 


the honor of their order. 
I ſhal now proceed to give a little hiſtory of our 
preſent right worſhipfuls; and, -as it is on petty go- 


vernment, I ſhall endeavor to keep ſomething near 
that dignity of ſtile which modern patriots and men of 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit find neceſſary to expoſe the . of evil mĩ- 
niſters. As J again became the prey of a Canterbury 
Mayor, I ſhall give a ſhort abſtract of a pamphlet en- 


titled the CanTERBURY PATRIOT, which I publiſhed 


on that occaſion, as it neceſſarily leads to the defign of 
this publication, by ſhewing how exactly the modern 
Worſhips purſue the cuſtom of their forefathers, and the 
danger that muſt attend his majeſty's ſubjects, when a 
ſet of men are by a charter united; which union em- 
boldens them to bid defiance to law and plunder pri- 
vate property. 

At a tavern club in dikk city, which I had frequent- 
ed above twenty years, and to which a number of the 
moſt reſpectable citizens reſorted, till ſome men by de- 
grees thruſt themſelves into it, (and where whilſt was the 
amuſement of part of the company) in January 1773. 
at about twelve o'clock at night, when moſt of the 
company had departed, chere remained Mr. VV 
F 8, Mr. 1 — l, and Mr. 8 n, the at- 
torney, all good men, and tne —TI—] "ng my 


playing a game of two-handed whiſt with F——s, 


which I at firſt declined, but was ſoon prevailed on; 


for as I have always endeavoured to avoid taverns in 


the day, I frequently endeavourcd to amuſe myſelf in 
evening company, and ſometimes indulged what is 
called ſprightly hours; and at that time the gentlemen 
could not have a better obj: ect to work upon. As I 
had never a talent for gaming, four-hand, and ſome- 


times two-handed whiſt, were the only ones I played 


at ; the latter of which, requiring no conjuration, I 
was deemed a very hero at; but as to four-hand, 1 
was always looked upon Doodle ſufficient to have qua- 
lified me for the bench; and, as to winning or loſing, 


I am not certain, that there ever. was a ſingle gung 5 


difference in all my play before that time. — This, 
however, was to be but one game, and that for half a 
guinea; but when we begin either gaming or + Joking, 
chere is no knowing where it t will end. | | 
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” temper that Roch did. — However, F 


F. 


(6 ) 
TI went half with Fs, and 8 


n ſtood by 


to ſee fair — ap betting at the ſame time, on their ſide. 
8 


—As c are called the Devil's books, J really 
thought more than once the Devil was in them; but 
I found myſelf in ſpirit ſufficient to defy the Devif and 
all his works; for the more I loſt, the more eagerly I 
advanced on the game; but, ſtupid as I was, I ob- 
ſerved that F s took up the cards, packed them, 
and ſhuffled and cut them in quite a new taſte, which 


I frequently charged him with, (being the firſt time 


in my life that I ever charged any man with ſuch 


an aci) and was as frequently laughed at by the two 


by-ſtanders. 'T—1 ſwore that F s knew no more 
About cutting cards than he did; and F 8, who 1s 
a patriot, and ſands up for liberty and property, in- 
ſiſted on cutting and ſhuffling as he pleaſed; tho' 
I muſt acknowledge, he indulged me with the ſame 
Privilege, which he knew he might ſafely do. —As 
our bets ran high, F——s won ſeven games run- 
ning! — indeed, bs ſo far favoured me, that I had 


the "advantage of every game till we came to the 


beſt end of it. 'T—1, who was certain he could de- 
pend on his partner, went home about four in the 
morning; but to keep me in ſpirits, declared before he 
departed, he never {aw a man bear drubbing with the 
s and I con- 
tinued our amuſement till near two in the afternoon, 
when we parted; but previouſly appointed to renew 
our ſport ſoon after at his houſe in St. Margaret's. 
About two or three hours after we parted I fallied 
forth again to the attack, and met my antagoniſt ac- 
cording to appointment, at his own houſe, where Mr. 
s ſhewed me two new packs of cards, which he 
faid, he had juſt purchaſed. I deſired to play with each 
pack alternately; but, that he objected to, ſaying, he 
did not chuſe to have both packs ſpoiled, and, to avoid 
an altercation that might prevent our playing, I fat 


down—At firſt ſetting off he won nine games During 
the 


1 


the evening I frequently obſerved to him his manner of 
cutting and ſhuffling, and deſired that, as he had de- 
clared he had no ill deſign in doing it, to leave it off, 
as he ſaw it gave me pain; but this remonſtrance had 


no eflect, and, like a true-born Engliſhman, he inſiſted 
on liberty and property. In this manner we conti- 


nued our play till four in the morning, and at parting, 


agreed to have another meeting at my houſe the next 


day, which was punctually obſerved by Mr. F $5 
but before we engaged I gave him a bag, which con- 
WT tained eighty guineas !—This was a pretty ſum to en- 
W courage induſiry.—Again, ſucceſs attended him—he 
won nine games running! During this engagement 
Mr. T—l, who went partner with him through the 
| whole, did me the honor of a viſit; but finding Mr. 
| F——s fully ſufficient, I begged to be exculed, —Du- 
W ring the whole courſe of our play there was not a diſ- 


IT agreeable word paſſed between us, except when I re- 


marked his cutting and ſhufiling, and till the ſucceſs of 
| his practice made him ſo unguarded that on ſeeing 
him take up the cards, look at them, and pack 
them together, I aſked him what the d----1 he was 
doing with the cards? And when he had dealt them, 1 
examined, ſhewed him ſeveral, and charged him 
with marking them with his nails; to which he made. 
no other reply than inſiſting on the liberty and pro- 
perry of ſhuffling and cutting as he pleaſed; and tho” 
I was warm on the ' occaſion, he was too decent to 
quarrel with a man in his own houſe— we therefore 
parted, | EE 
It may with great propriety be aſked, Why I con- 


nud playing, after I had fo frequently objected to 


| his manner of cutting the cards? This will not 
appear ſtrange to any man of reflection, Who will 
conlider, that I was engaged in this affair after ſpend- 
ing the evening at a tavern, and at an hour that in- 
vited any reaſonable man to reſt; for, from the time 
that I began, till I left off play, I had not four hours 

; E 2 | {leep; 
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fleep; at during great part of the time, was in ſuch a 

| Nate as rendered me rather the protection than tlie prey 
of a neighbour; - add to this, the unhappy pathon 
that frequently attends a loſing perſon—the cards too 
ran in ſuch an alluring manner. as might have tempt- 
ed a ſober man; but as high ſpirits are generally 
eſteemed protectors of liberty, 1 think 1 may be deemed 
a very Putnam and fit to head an American army, for i 

| boldly engaging fo many hours a regular bred veteran, 
ſo eminently ſkilled in the deſtructive woo os with 
which we contended. 

Aſter I had ſlept myſelf into part of my es 
ſenſes, the loſs of the money appeared not half ſo mor- 
tifying, as the thoughts of the man and the manner in 
which I loſt it; but at that time having no evidence, was 
determined not to diſpute it. However, ſome days 
aſter, on maturer reflection, conſidering the anſwers he 
frequently made when I charged him with cutting and 
ſhuffling, I imparted the affair to a neighbouring ſhop- | 
keeper, a man known to have no intereſt in me, nor 
prejudice to F—5, and prevailed on him to ſtand 
concealed in a private place in my houſe to hear a con- 
verſation that might. paſs betwecn F s and me.— 
I his ſtratagem I made no ſcruple of; for as neither 
his houſe or mine were ſanfuaries, I chought any 
means juſt that could produce a diſcovery.—Accord- 
ingly, I gave F——s an invitation to ſettle with him; 
for as he {cored the reckoning in his own book, I did 
not till then know what I owed him.—When he came, 
I began to deſire him to ſet down the ſums he won at 
different times; and, it appeared, by his book, the 

whole ſum ſcored amounted to above two hundred 
pounds, I then deſired him to ſet down the money he 
had received, and obſerved, that his winning fo many 
games running each time was very extraordinary; — to 
which he replied, that he cards had a moſt ſurpriſing 
run. —Sir, ſaid I, do not attribute it to a lucky run of 
the cards, but to — manner of cutting and ſhuffling 


chem, 


to the manner in which the cards were cut, 


6 


them, for, vou know I made frequent objections to it, 


and ſhewed, you the cards where they were marked 
with your nails.—To this charge he anſwered in theſe 


words : 
I had a right to do ſo, if T could rebel cutting an 


honor.” 


'The charge "Fen" to caſt him in confuſion; and, | 
with a forced ſmile he got up and walked about the 


= room; but perceiving he did not appear in a humour 
for buſineſs, I told him we would take another oppor- 


tunity to ſettle it, and he departed. 
After he was gone, Mr. Petts came forth, when I 
aſked him, if he had heard every thing that had paſſed? 


he ſaid} he had very diſtinctly, and in particular heard 


him ſay he had a right to mark the cards with his nails 
to prevent cutting honors ; but, ſaid he, he 1s .a gentle- 
man. 

This affair I communicated to my neighbour Slod- 
den, the attorney, who was preſent when we began to 
play.— Any neighbour would ſay, Roch, what the 
d——-] drove you to Sl no? TH tell you, neigh- 
bour; —As he was preſent and heard me object at firſt 
and with 
the evidence I had juſt gained, I thought any honeſt 
man would be eager to proſecute him; beſides, I knew 


it required no conjuration to carry on ſuch a cauſe; 


neither did I know that F 


s and he were ſo very 
intimate ; for, on this occaſion, 8 n told me, that 
he had defended F—-s in another decent caſe, and had 


relieved him from it, by throwing it into chancery.— In 
relating my caſe to him, he gave that attention which men 


frequently do when they know what is going to be ad- 


 vanced —<D— it, ſaid he, I know bow it was, jult ſo; 
imitating with his fingers the manner in which F 
handled the cards.— I then defired S 
him immediately; - Den it, ſaid he, 


8 
n to proſecute 
it will make 
a d— d noiſe in town; that, ſaid I, I am quite re- 
— of; for ſuch an act as this ought not to be 


conccaled. 
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| | concealed, —l knew well that —_ is the principal ſecu- 


rity of ſuch practitioners ; for many who have been near 
ruined by them, from various circumſtances in life, dare 
no more to make a diſcovery, than if their pockets had 
been picked in a bawdy-houle; - by ſuch timidity the 
men of honour (without running the hazard of an hal- 
ter) glean more money than all the highwaymen and 
footpads in the kingdom. But I was no ways circum- | 
ſtanced or inclined to dread any one; and, as I knew 
that every honeſt man muſt applaud me, I was regard- 
leſs of a ſet of ſharpers; for, by our family inſtructions 
1 was in duty bound to proſecute him. 

8 n being tender of his friend, adviſed me firſt 
to acquaint F-—s with my intention, which I agreed 
to.—The Saturday evening following, at the Fountain 
tavern, 1 called F s aſide, and told him that as we 
had left our affair unfiniſhed, we would withdraw into 
another room, with S——n, who was preſent, to ſettle it. 


When we were together, I began by reminding him that 


I had paid him eighty guineas : it may be judged — 
8. n had not imparted the affair to him, for F 
would not own the receipt of it. Sir, ſaid I. you 
know I paid you eighty guineas; but on his not chu- 


| ling to recolle& it, I told Hawn be need not act with ſuch 


caution; for when he was laſt at my houſe I had a 
perſon concealed in a room who heard what paſled 
between us; and, added I, as you are atrived to fuch 


art in cutting cards, 1 have delivered you up to the 


law—Sl——2n has an order to proſecute you. —T his 
gave him fo ſevere a ſhock that, to avoid ſeeing a gen- 


tleman in ſuch diſtreſs, I quitted the room, leaving 


$——2n to comfort him.—When the company broke 
up that evening, S——n remained ſome time after 
with 'T—l and F-—s, who told me the next day 
that F=—s d—n'd the money, and faid, he did not 


regard it; but as I—I had had half, he believed it 
- would be difficult to get a return from him; and the 


day after he came again with a very genteel meſſage 


from 


ds Tu | 
from F.; faid F s thought me a very good 
man, and as he did not care to have any diſpute with 
me, defired we might meet and dine at his houſe to 
ſettle this affair: to which I returned my compliments, 
that as he had uſed ſuch caution in not owning the 
money he had received, he had taught me to be on 
my guard; and that, as he had taken fuch an ad- 
X vantage of me in a ſtate of ſtupidity, I ſhould for the 
| future keep myſelf out of his power.—This was an ex- 
traordinary condeſcenſion from a man, againſt whom I 
made ſuch a charge !—S——n ſoon came again, and 
told me that F s was willing to leave it to the ar- 
bitration of two men, and modeſtly named both him- 
ſelf; but Mr. Noble being one, convinced me that he 
knew how to chuſe. Sir, ſaid I, do you not know 
that my money is certainly recoverable! Yes, ſaid he; 
And do you not know that my evidence is ſufficient 
to juſtify me to the world ? Undoubtedly, ſaid he, it 
is; then be affured that I will not leave it to arbitra- 
tion In this caſe, I am determined to make an ex- 
ample of him by law; therefore I defire you to proceed 
directly.— Faith, ſaid he, I cannot; for F, his 
brother, and feveral of the family, have been ſuch good 
clients to me, that I dare not engage in 1t.—Siar, re- 
plied I, you behave very ungenteel in attending this 
affair till you knew my council's opinion and the 
force of my evidence, then talk of declining it? Well, 
ſaid he, I will ſoon give you an anſwer, and departed. 
l never employed S n before, nor ſhould I on 
this occaſion, if he had not been one of the party; but 
being now entered, I endeavoured to prevent his de- 
ſerting to the enemy with arms and ammunition; being 
ſully convinced What power an honeſt attorney has over 
his client, when he gets full poſſeſſion of his cauſe. 
— He {60n returned, and with a chearful countenance 
addrefled me thus: Now I can undertake the tauſe, 
for F s conſents to my atling aguinſt him; and to 
Convince you that I will be - faithful, both you and your 
7 | © counſel 


& Ha 


counſel ſhall examine all my proceedings.” But I believe 
the ſequel will prove he never intended it. Soon after 


the action was ſerved, and to keep it as much a 
ſecret as poſſible, S———2n ſerved it himſelf, and 
aſked me from F———s, whether J intended to 


make the affair public? Why, faid I, he cannot think 
J intend to keep it a ſecret, after ſerving him with an 


action; but on S——n's making uſe of ſome argu- 


ments, and being aſſured that F=-—s would pay be- 


fore it came to tryal, I told him I ſhould not mention 
it, except I heard he did, and at the fame time ſaid, 


I thought it a crime to conceal it. 

From this 'time for above four months we met in 
company as uſual; and tho there was no familtarity, 
yet no one perceived any difference had ariſen between 
us. — During this time S——n told me, that F——s 
aſked him whether his agent in London knew the ſuſ- 
picion on which I proceeded againſt him; but, added 
he, I have made him eaſy. in that point. — What! does 
not your agent know that I imagine I was cheated? 
No, replies 8 n, nor is there occaſion for it —all 


that We have to do is to prove ſo much money received 


at gaming, and then it is certainly recoverable. — ir, 
ſaid I, you know I never would have commenced the 
ſuit on that principle; therefore, I inſiſt, that every 
thing: be made fully to appear in the proceedings, and 
that the brief be charged with every circumſtance and 
evidence that can in this cafe juſtify me to the public. 
To which he anſwered, there would be no occaſion for 


it; for he knew F——s would pay the money before 


trial. What can be his motive, ſaid I, for not paying 
it directly? Why, death, ſaid he, or ſomething elſe may 
bappen—he will ſtave. it off to the .laſt-—I aſked 


him ſeveral times concerning the proccedings, and ex- 


pected to ſee a copy of the declaration: but the more 
1 enquired the leſs communicative he appeared, and I 


ſcarcely got any other anſwer from him but, aye—no _ 


D certainly or not a bit of it; and certainly, or not 
| 35 8 En 
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a bit of it, were ſuch frequent expreſſions, that I began 
to think they were new technical terms in the law; but 


tho my claim was as juſt as law could make it, yet it 


appeared to me that he did not intend I ſhould have a 
bit of it. Thus he proceeded, if it may be term'd ſuch, 
till at laſt he came to me and ſaid, © D—n it, I have 
juſt received a letter from my ſpecial pleader, and 
he ſays our evidence is not fulBcient, we muſt 

+ the cauſe into chancery——Let us go directly to coun- 
„ ſellor Newman.“ Away we went to counſellor New- 
man, where Sn produced the letter; but the coun- 


fellor ſaid the e was fully ſulicient and aſked 
for a copy of the inſtructions he had ſent his agent, 


Sn replied, they were at home—Well, ſaid * 
counſel, let me ſee them? Why, anfwered 8 n, 
that is all, I only informed him that the evidence pro- 
ceeded from a private converſation. —At this, Mr. New- 
man looked at him in a manner which convinced me 
that he entertained the ſame opinion of him that I did; 
and ſaid he did not chuſe to enter into diſputes with 
thoſe whom he was concerned with in buſineſs.—80 
to chancery we were forced to proceed; but on pre- 
paring to enter that court, we found the door ready to 
be ſhut againſt us; for on examination it was drove off 
to the laſt day; the law being ſo ſtrict againſt ſuch of- 
fenders, that if the injured perſon does not 0 Faun enn 
he lays open to be proſecuted himſelf.—8 ns agent 
muſt have been a conjuror had he known my evidence 
and pretenſions for ſuing F-—s without having it 
tranſmitted to him,— As we now entered into-chancery, 
I knew the bill of cnquiry might oblige Fs to be 
an evidence againſt himſelf, and to ſwear to all queſtions, 
fach as the money he received—the cutting and ſhuf- 
fling of the cards, &c. therefore I charged S—n, 
that nothing of that kind might be omitted in our new 
proceedings; but it was ſent off without my know- 
| ledge, and an excuſe made that he was preſſed for 
time by poſt, and tho' S n took the depoſition 
from the evidence, it was entirely left out in the bill; 
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A copy of which I have now by me.—However, find” 
ing S——n was determined to keep it ſecret, I became 
determined to make it public; with this view ] deſired 
S——n to acquaint F—-—s that I would in a few 


days invite a number of reputable citizens to a tavern, 


and: there lay the whole affair open, and, naming the 
day, I defired that T—l and F-——s might be there to 
defend themſelves, aſſuring him that IL would till that 
time keep, it a ſecret, if he would engage to do the 
ſame:—rF—--s, who knew the advantage of a firſt 
impreſſion, and how. eagerly ſome men will defend 
any caule when their vanity is flattered by applica- 
tion, immediately ſet to work, and privately injected 


his tale into the ears of thoſe whom he thought fit for 


ſuch a purpoſe; and on this occaſion Royle ſtood firſt in 
his eſteem; thus, while I thousht it a profound ſecret, 
it Was privately rumoured that I was going to ruin the 
reputation of an innocent man. — On this occaſion I 


invited about eighteen to meet me at a tavern, amongſt 


whom was George Gipps, eſq; the then Mayor; he 


told me he had heard the affair, and defired me to re- 


late a few particulars. which I readily complied with; 
but ſoon found that his worſhip was retained on the 


bother fide; for he could not be perſuaded to give a fa- 
vourable ear to the prejudice of his worthy friend 


Fs; neither did I wonder at it, as I knew: the 
ſtrong connection that ſubſiſted between them in the 


deep myſterious ſpeculative branches of the hop trade; 


in which there is as much cutting and ſhuffling as 
at cards. I alſo invited F——s's own brother, and 
ſome others of his relations, being determined to put 
it out of the power of any man even to ſuſpect that I 


unjuſtly proſecuted him; nor could I ſtoop fo low as 
to beg either friends or advocates. 


When the gentlemen whom I invited were aſſembled, 


I told them it was to inform them of a conteſt that 
ſubſiſted between F——s and me; but as it was of a 


nature that might be diſagreeable to give an opinion 


on between neighbours, I requeſted, that they would 


only 
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ne only give it a hearing, without making any obſervations 
d on it. I then related the ſtory; during which time I 
w could perceive that his worſhip moſt ſenſibly felt the 
n, laſhes that were pointed at his friend; and, by ear- 
he neſtly looking round on the company, appeared with 
to his eyes to make intereſt in his favour: all the company 
al remained filent, except his own brother and relations, 
he who could not bear to hear the honor of ſuch a repu- 
rit table family fullied ; but F—-—s himſelf behaved thro' 
ad the whole in a very decent manner, and bore my drub- 
a- bing with as much patience as I did his; nor had he 
ed occaſion to act otherwiſe, having procured men to play 
or the after game for him with as much honor as he did 
in the firſt. | | 1 
et, One of his friends aſked me if I would leave it to 
he arbitration? I anſwered, that as gentlemen gameſters 
1 inculcated ſuch notions into their patients as made it 
ft appear diſhonourable to diſpute their demands, I 
he would purſue this affair till I convinced the world 
e- it was diſhonourable to comply with them. —A 
h; few days after, his worſhip the Mayor came to me, 
he and requeſted I would leave it to arbitration -I told 
ſa- him abſolutely I would not, and on talking the affair 
nd over, he dropt his real ſentiments of his friend, by 
he ſaying, Roch, you was a fool for playing with him, 
he for by G—d I would not.” —His worſhip was not 
le; ſatisfied with this denial, but repeated lus applications 
as till I was tired with his importunities, and told him at 
nd laſt, it gave me pain ſo often to deny him.—I knew 
"ut the chief magiſtrate ought to have been the laſt man to 
I endeavour to extricate ſuch an offender againſt the law. 
as I never meddied with his affairs nor any other man's; 
nor can the moſt intimate companion I have, fay with 
ed, truth, that I ever made the leaſt overture to know any 
=Y thing of their private concerns.—Hence it may be 
A Judged of what conſequence it is to the public when 
on either knaves or fools appear to have the lead; for as 
d his worſhip the mayor, his worſhip J —s R—e, and 
aly _ Tome other worſhips, appeared to vindicate this affair, 
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it gave fuck. ſpirit to the whole ſer of gameſters, that 


there was not a ſharper, from the firſt order to the 


loweſt player at all- fours, but what was up in arms; 


whilſt Noble, —a late departed hero. and a number of 


the ſame rank, were continually. either at ale-houſes or 


the corners of ſtreets, condemning ſuch diſhonourable 


proceedings againſt what they termed an innocent min. 


As J appeared inflexible to his worſhip, my bleſſed 
attorney came one day and informed me, that coun- 
ſellor Newman deſired to ſpeak to me at ſuch an hour 
— attended, and there found honeſt SI——n.—Mr. 

Newman directly propoſed my leaving it to arbitration, 

which I abſolutely refuſed; and aſked him his reaſon 
for propoſing it, as he had always told me my ſuit 


was certain—he did indeed at firſt adviſe me to drop 
the proſecution, and let them have the money rather 


than the world ſhould know I had ſuffered myſelf to 


be ſo duped; but as I never had fortitude to guard a- 


gainſt acts of imprudence, and as they have been ſuch 


as never injured any man, I never aimed at hypocriſy 


in concealing. them; and, knowing that to be their 
ſheet-anchor, I was the more determined to purſue the 
proſecution, —I told them, that I employed them as my 
lawyers, and required nothing more of them than to 
do their duty in this proſecution ; but being farther 

xrefled, I ſaid, it was equal to putting a guinea into 
any man's hand, and giving him a power to diſpoſe of 
it to whom he pleaſed, obſerving at the ſame time to 
Mr. Newman, that I had many overtures made me 
when I was at law with the corporation, but could not 


be prevailed on to liſten to any terms, as I knew it was 


the ſucceſs of the cauſe that would juſlißy me. Mr. 


Newman, however, wrought on me fo far, that at laſt 


J conſented to ſubmit it to 1 — Recorder and him, who 


were counſel on each fide; but as I had fo frequently 


declared to the contrary, I defired it might not appear 


to proceed from me.— I had no ſooner given conſent, 
than they propoſed going to the Mayor to get him to 
--mole-it to N The inſtant they mentioned a 
Bos | man 
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man whole. aſſiduity had already e me, I 


repented giving my conſent; on à ſurmiſe that he 
and the party had prevailed on Mr. Newman to 


bring me to it. As to Mr. Newman's deſigning me 
any prejudice, it is diſtant from my thoughts. — 


His knowledge in the law I have never heard diſ- 
puted; and believe him to be as honeſt a man as 


lives; and ſuch are ſeldom guarded againſt the 


crafty wiles of deſigning men; I further believe that 
Mr. Newman ſaw ſuch a party raiſed to defend the 


action, that he thought it better to have it made up at 
any rate; but as to my own part I never yet ſtood in 
terror of a number of wicked men. — On meeting his 
worſhip that evening going to F—-—s, I told him my 


mind was altered, and would not ſubmit it to arbitra- 


tion, and that I muſt be out of town the next day. 
Roch,“ ſaid he, I inſiſt upon it, that you do not 
„go out of town till this affair is ſettled do, Roch, 


. adviſed by your friends, and let it be ſettled to- 


„ morrow.” Thus he kept preſſing of me, in ſo friendy 


a manner, that I appeared to give conſent. The next 
morning his worſhip came with my attorney, who 


ſeemed very active, and informed me, that the Recor- 
der declined being an arbitrator; but Roch, ſaid he, 
J have conſulted the friends on both fides, who ear- 


neſtly deſire me to decide the affair. As he mentioned 


the friends of both ſides, it appeared to me, that the 
Recorder and Mr. Newman (who I knew could have no 


hand in any thing thathad even the appearance of mean- 
neſs) had inltructed him. —As he bore ſuch an air of 
friendſhip, and had given himſelf ſo much trouble, 1 


told him I would reſt the decifion entirely on him; 
but as he was taking his leave, he ſaid, F—s knew 
the terms and was very agrecable.— This expreſſion 


{truck me with ſurprize, and 1 thought it very extraordi- 
8 be- 
fore J had given him full authority to act; and ſtill 


1 imagined he only wanted to give the action ſome gloſs 


10 7 OA the aſperſion chat Was caſt c on his friend.— 
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| His worſhip ſoon returned, and told me that F——g 


and the attornies waited for me at his houſe ; for 
he had taken care to procure my attorney as well as the 
other; and whilſt he was leading me to execate this 
vile at under his own roof, he amuſed me with the 
honeſt principles of my attorney !—When we met 
told his worſhip, that as he had acquainted F 
with the conditions, I alſo inſiſted on knowing them. — 
At this requeſt he made a pauſe, and with an air of 
friend{hip that would have deceived any man, entreat- 


ed me to rely on him, which 1 did, and found the 


terms to be as follow: 


Tat F—s ſhould be entirely releaſed, and that I 
ſhould-pay all his law expence.”—He too had the inſo- 
lence and ignorance to propoſe, that I ſhould be bound 
ina bond, never to mention any thing concerning 1t.— 
All this my own attorney was privy to, and a conſenting 
ſpeQator !—As to him I was no ways deceived; but, 
as I never knew an oppoſite attorney of charaQer con- 
cerned in ſuch an act, I went ſometime after to H d 
and charged him with being alſo privy to it. which 
he denied; and I muſt acknowledge, it was the firſt 
time I ever doubted his word; for they both came 
ready prepared with the inſtrument of releaſe in their 
pockets! But Hdd is a member of the corporation. 
a city penſioner, and the act being done by the Mayor's 


direction, the limbs of courſe muſt move with the 


Z body.—Altho' I was betrayed 1 in ſuch 'a manner, the 


Mayor's advocates aſſerted it was baſe to complain aſter 


J hed ſubmitted my cauſe to his determination.—lf a 
footpad, who waited to rob the firſt perſon that paſſed, 
had decoyed.me into a wood and robbed me without 
attempting to bind, or otherwiſe uſed me ill, (were I 
aſſured it would be the laſt bad act he would do) 1 
could forgive him, and plead for mercy at the bar; 
A footpad is conſcious of his guilt, and uſes his 

utmoſt endeavours to evade the ſeverity of the law; 
but this man, being chief magiſtrate, received the 


r and — of the corporation, to 


ett a | defend 
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2 Fo OF him in this fingular piece of treachery. _ 
But the decd being hniſhed, it required all their party 
influence to cover it.— Heads were ſhrewdly ſhook on 
the occaſion, and every ſurmiſe injected to the public, 
that his worſhip certainly ſaw ſomething very black in 
the affair of Roch, and that every thing appeared ſo 
fair on the fide of F s, that it would be dangerous 
to be ſeen with a man who attempted to ſully ſo fair a 
reputation; —and, being Plunged: in, bey were dent 
mined to wade thro it c 
A few months before this heme Buse citizens 
(of which I was one) ſubſcribed, to the building of an 
aſſembly room; for which purpoſe a ſpot of land was 
contracted for, and each ſubſcriber entered into a bond 
of ten pounds penalty to abide by the conditions. As 
the ſubſcribers chietly conſiſted of | aldermen and com- 
moners, the gentlemen thought this, a favourable op- 
portunity to ſacrifice my reputation to the Mayor's ju- 
lice and judgment; and it was actually agreed on 
amongſt them to eraſe my name from the bond, that 
the public might be convinced that 1 had done ſome- 
thing which rendered me dangerous to human ſociety; 
On this occaſion, they got Mr. William Reynolds to 
inform me, that ſome of the proprietors intended to 
ſtrike my name out of the bond. —I aſked him who 
the men were that objected to me; that, he ſaid, he 
was confined from diſcovering, —As Mr. Reynolds. was 
my near neighbour and mtimate companion, I was'the 
more ſur ae at his bringing me ſuch a meſſage, and 
ſtill more at his concealing the names of the men whom 
he knew were daermined-i in defiance of law and equity, 
to abuſe me. Rut I ſoon diſcovered that they had brought 
him over to their party; for, being known to be one of my 
neareſt companions, he was eſteemed the moſt Proper ſub- 
ject to work on, that ſuch a junct ion might give credit to 
their cauſe; and as no reaſon could be aſſigned, every en- 
quiry into the affair was ſtifled by the cry of Every 
body) condemns Roch is neareſt friends condemn him.” 
—A congreſs of thele gentlemen being aſſem- 
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bled on che oecaſion, I waited on them, and aſked. 


i any man preſent had any objection to me? This 


queſtion cauſed a profound ſilence, till Alderman L—g 


declared, he could not ſee that the proprietors had any 


buſineſs with the diſpute between F——s and Roch; 


dut Alderman E—g being called aſide b Alderman 

Fd, I — e Tuck, and ſome others of equal elo- 
- quence and perſuaſion, ſoon returned and made a long 
ſpeech; but it was io like Sir Roger de Coverley's opi- 


nion.on his neighbour's cauſe, that no one could tell 


which fide of the (queſtion he was of. —At laſt Mr. 
T—k, who, on this occaſion, appeared the higheſt 
mettled man amongſt them, boldly told me, that they 


were afraid the family of the Francis's would not be 
fubferibers if I continued a proprietor, —This was lay- 
ing the firſt ſtone of the building on an honeſt founda- 


tion, and ſecuring a very reputable family us a prece- 


dent to invite ladies and gentlemen in town and coun- 


try —My name was therefore abſolutely eraſed from 


che what; and Mr. Edward Fager's ſubſtituted in its 


room. As to George Friend, he conld not well avoid 
acting in the manner he did; for he expected ſoon 


after to be in election for mayor, and was under the 


neceſſity of ſhewing himſelf qualified for the office, 
and would at that time have given up any man in the 
11 5 who was not a good cuſtomer, for a ſingle vote. 
As the gratitude of moſt nations have been expreſſed 
by erecting monuments to their departed heroes, that 
their great actions might exiſt in the memory of the 
living; and, leſt the deſcendents of theſe great men 


ſhould be abridged of the honour due to poſterity, 1 


ſhall here record the names "of thoſe I who 
blotted mine out; 

Imprimis, 
Gebige Gipps, eſq; then right worſhipful mayor, bel 
an apothecary. 
Alderman Smith, ſtationer and printer. 
Ae, Parker, mk chamberlam _ filverſinith,” 
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Ae Long. attorney, and clerk to the country | 
juſtices. ; 
Alderman Loftie, ebrlein n e who hands r ine 

children into this land of liberty. 
George Frend, draper, then on 9205 to be richt wor- 
ſhipful, g | 
Ie Tuck, tin- man and common- unt 
Thomas Read, a wiſe and ſober common-councilman, 
Thomas Elwyn, common-councilman and grocer. 
John Denne, common-councilman and linen-draper. 
William Reynolds*, formerly ' a common-council- 
man, and many years my intimate companion; 
but on this occaſion, as pliant to the deſigns of 
the party, as the dough in the trough to the hand 
| of the baker. 
John Cumming, attorn 
William Williamſon, ſurgeon and apothecary. 
John Pierce, ditto. 
William Burnby, jun. Hnen-Grper. | A 
Moſt of theſe are the true blues! the Canteibiiry 
corporation patriots! who are continually roaring out 
liberty and property; the major part of whom were my 
conſtant companions, and not one of them to my 
knowledge, had I ever the leaſt diſagreement with. 
Notwithſtanding, I believe ſeveral of them to be men 
of ſuch principles, that, if ſuch a propoſition had been 
made to them ſeperately, they would have ſtarted 
at it with ſuch horror, as muſt naturally ſtrike the heart 
of any honeſt man; but the mayor had appeared in an 
affair that required the whole corporation to hide it,— 
I have heard it obſerved that a beagle, ſeperate from 
the pack, is a meek and gentle-Ipirited hound; but 
when the whole corporation is united, and a leading 
dog gives his tongue, they all join in full cry, and 
follow the ſcent till they have torn out the entrails of 
the object 1 in purſuit. 


| C Mr. Reynolds w. was «formerly a baker, 4 4 : 
M__ OR 


1 „ 
Geeky are the men, fellow-citizens, who ate your 
rulers and governors! and ſuch are the men who have 
your'charters in their poſſeſſion! Sure none of their 
worſhips will ever have the aſſurance, to commit any 
man for forgery ; being confident that the public is welt 
acquainted with the principles that actuate and go- 
vern our corporation party.— I could have looked on 
this treatment with contempt, if the name of William 
Reynolds had not been amongſt them. When I ſaw 
a man who was known to be my near neighbour and 
moſt intimate companion. above thirty years, capable 
of joining in ſo black an act to oblige a party, (ſuch a 
flagrant inſtance of the inſtability of friendſhip) gave 
me ſuch a ſhock as I never felt before; and indeed 
was ſo vilible that it was perceived by the greateſt Al- 
derman Doodle that ever came from Yorkſhire, WhO 
ſaid, he did not doubt but. the fellow would hang himſelf, 
The many years that I contended in law with this cor- 
poration, though Idailylaboured for the money to ſupport 
it, yet no man ſaw a ſhade on my brow—they never en- 
deavoured to ſeduce or ſuborn falfe evidence to commit 
perjury in ſupport of their cauſe— they were open de- 
clared antagoniſts; and as they had an imaginary right 
to contend for, I never bore the leaſt reſentment againſt 
any one of them. The man who can ſtand ſingly, and 
undaunted againſt an hoſt of open enemies, . muſt fink 
when the arm of a friend is raiſed againſt him. —Mr. 
-_ Reynolds has declared that he made no doubt of my 
| 66 cheated—lIf he had, I could have excuſed him; 
but otherwiſe it was his duty as a friend, and juſtice 
to the public, to have applauded me.—He has likewiſe 
aſſerted, he thought me baſely uſed: what then could 
be his motive for uniting with theſe men? Why, Gipps 
| had juſt quitted his apothecarys Thop—took a houſe 
next door to him—and. all at once commenced fine 
Gentleman—Great Hop-Merchant—and chief Magiſ- 
trate.— The little pill being thus gilt, my old friend 
gulped it down, and ſeemed as pleaſed with his new 


5 as a boy would be at the firſt bght of a 
butterfly. 
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(43%). 1 
1 butterfly. Let, from our former connexions, the regard 
Jever had for him, and the manner in which he was 
drawn in, were J not confined by our family inſtruc- 
tions, I could ſtill call him FRIEND. But what 
heightened the abuſe, Noble, who ran roaring about 
in defence of their cauſe, they reported he too was my 
| moſt intimate friend, and that my cauſe muſt be bad 
when ſuch a friend condemned me Men's characters, 
5 either public or private, are what I never yet concern- 
E ed myſelf with, but when they have been poiſed a- 
gainſt mine; in ſuch caſes I have as great a right to 
| expoſe them, as a barriſter at law has to expoſe a man 
who appears at the bar to give an unjuſt evidence 
| againſt his client. Had not theſe buſy tools entered 
as volunteers in this affair, their names (for any notice 
I ſhould have taken of them) might have been as 
deeply buried in oblivion, as if they had died the hour 
they were chriſtened : but as I never yet received an 
affront from any perſon of good reputation, chat opi- 
nion, which every man ought to ſupport with worthy 
people, obliges me to delineate them, that the public 
may know the characters of the men who have abuſed - 
mel have ever behaved to Noble with that civility 
which I have done'to all men; and in the courſe of 
my life, to my knowledge, never faid, or did, any 
thing to offend him, yet, from that reſtleſs ſpirit 
which has ever ſhewn an anxiety to be engaged 
in a party, he behaved on this occafioh in ſuch 
a ſanguine and bitter manner, as if he had waited 
ſor- an opportunity to injure me, and from no mo- 
tive that I can learn, but becauſe he was applied 
to; therefore, knowing him of old to be of that diſpo- 
ſition, I have for many years paſt as much avoided him 
as I ever did a late character of the fame caſt; looking 
on him as a writ of enquiry and a daily advertiſer; for, 
tho' ſo very open in other people's affairs, I never 
knew a man ſo cloſe in his own—lIndeed, for ſome 
years paſt, he has burned with ſuch viglent rage for 
Wilkes and liberty, and expreſſed ſuch immoderate 
bs Ge extravagance 
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extravagance for ſpending all the blood and ti of 


the nation (except his own) in deferice of the Americans, 
that I have dreaded to be near him; and have often- 
times wiſhed, poor man, that he would look into the 


bible, where he might drop on ſomething that would 


inſpire him with a new doctrine, and thus, between 
religion and politicks, be diverted from the affairs of 
his neighbours; and like him, called. Praiſe-God-Bare- 


bones, in Cromwell's time, go canting on the parade 


for the benefit of our ſouls and the good of the nation. 


—His young Cicero might then be employed in mak- 
ing orations on the utility of ſuch public ſervices. —By 


the aſſiſtance of ſuch noiſy advocates, the cry of, 


„Every body condemns Roch,” was echoed thro' the 
ſtreets with ſuch amazing rapidity, that even thoſe who 
differed in ſentiment dared not to declare their opinion; 


but a few months after, when the flame was a little ſub- 


ſided, I laid ſuch a plain ſtate of the affair before the 
public, that convinced every unpartial perſon of the 


abuſe I received. | | 


Such a heavy charge levelled againſt the reputa- 
tion of a chief magiſtrate, and an attorney, demand- 


ed ſome ſort of anſwer. to palliate their conduct, 


and teſtify to the world the friendſhip of one, and the 
honeſiy of the other; therefore, after taking a few wecks 
to conſider of an anſwer that would beſt ſuit their pur- 


poſe, they both appeared together in a Canterbury 


news-paper, and like ſome honeſt traders (when they 
can get no one elſe) became each others bail —Sl——n 

point blank denied all, and ſo far relied on the igno- 
rance of the public, that he declared he afted 3 in "that 
manner to ſcreen me from being proſecuted by ns | 
A moſt ſenſible fellow! when F——s was under 


_ proſecution ; but a N caſe required a 190 ie. 
remedy. \ 


His worſhip” s anſwer was ſomewhat like $1- n's, 
expreſſive of the greateſt tenderneſs and regard for my 


ſafety, and to ſhield me from deſtruction; but with 
{5H a mixture of low imwedives as are generally uſed 


in 


14) 
in defence of ſuch a cauſe. On the whole, it appeared 
more like the ſpitting and emen of a telzed cat, 


than the defence of a man. 


It being ſomething-extraordinary «nm a a chief 


magiſtrate with eraſing a man's name from-a bond, his 


worſhip declared he thought me greatly injured, and, 


that he went on purpoſe to prevent it.— This was a 
bold aſſertion to advance in direct oppoſition to the teſ- 


timony of ſo many perſons who were preſent at the 
time.—I alſo was preſent when he entered the room, 
and, taking him aſide, told him, what I heard was in- 


tended. —He anſwered, as Long did, that © he did 


« not ſee the difference between F s and me, con- 
1 cerned the proprietors;” but when he advanced to 
the table, he ſpoke not a word, and walked off —The 
action appeared very juſtifiable to all, while the mayor 
ſtood by; but when he (to ſupport whole honour the 
ſacrifice was made) deſerted and caſt the odium on the 
reſt, they then deſerted their general ; and ſeveral of 
them, whoſe names I publiſhed, declared that he never 
oppoſed, or ſaid a word againſt it. —His worſhip, 
knowing not where to put a period to further acts 
of deluſion, added, he was confirmed I was not 


cheated, and believed that I did not myſelſ think I 


s, on my charg- 


was,—His worſhip knew that F. 


ing him with cutting the cards, replied, * He had 4 
3 right to do ſo, if he could prevent cutting an honor ! 


It is a little ſurprizing that a magiſtrate, who ſpends ſo 


much time at cards, {hould be ſo very inſenſible as not 
to know the meaning of ſuch an expreſſion He muſt 


certainly think that the ſuit was to be determined by 
the laws of honor, which ſubſiſts amongſt ſuch men; 
and that he, as chief magiſtrate, ought to act as Lord 
Chancellor. —When men have dipt themſelves in evil, 
how deſperately will they plunge to extricate themſelves 


from ſcandal !—This man, not content with the inju 


he did me, endeavoured to ſcreen himſelf by the laws 


of honor, by aſſerting, that I entered my proſecution 
| on a diſhonourable foundation; but, this was an abuſe 


that 
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that even his own party would not countenance; for ſe- 


cation expreſs his ſentiments in theſe words: Roch cer- 
« tarnly believes he was cheated.” -I have ever been ſo far 
from reflecting on any man's birth, that it has ever been my 
opinion, that many a brave and honeſt fellow has been 
produced from the innocent labours of a brace of beg- 


gars under a hedge; but I am confident, that the man 


who ſo meanly acts, and mote meanly denies, can 


ſtirutes the character of—A MAN. . 
His worſhip's next manceuvre was to aſſert that the fear 
of a proſecution moved me to ſubmit to the arbitration; 
to prove which, he quotes part of an act of George the 
Second, which makes it penal for the loſer; but, does 
not mention a word of that part, which makes it ſo, only 
on his neglecting to proſecute the winner; and for ſuch 


neglect may be proſecuted by any man who can give 


cealing of which is | puniſhable, and deemed com- 
pounding of felony..—A moſt excellent patriot and 
magiſtrate! who, to gloſs over this ſcene of ſucceſsful 
treachery and repeated blunders, publiſhed a full in- 


. veral of them declared, they heard him before that publi- 


have but little of that blood in his veins which con- 


evidence againſt him; as in caſes of theft, the con- 


demnity to gameſters, by endeavouring to make it ap- 


Pear dangerous for any injured perſon to proſecute them. 
As many hundreds have been gleaned from people in 
this city, ſince that publication, leſt ſuch authority 


from a magiſtrate, and an attorney, ſhould prevail to the 


A ere of the public, I ſhall here give an abſtract of 


the laws made in the 9th of Queen Anne and the 18th 
of George the Second, which proves the money as 
certainly recoverable (if an honeſt attorney be employed) 
as'a bond debt, or any other claim at law; and the 
proſecution as ſafe, as againſt a highwayman, only at- 


tended with the hazard of being abuſed by the gang. 
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AN ACT for the better preventing of — and 


deceitful Gaming, made in the gth "__ of the _ 
of Queen Anne. : 


And be it further enadled by the authority aſoreſaid, | 


That, from and after the ſaid firſt day of May, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eleven, any perſon or perſons, 


whatſoever, who ſhall. at any time or fitting, by Plæping 
at cards, dice, tables, or other game or games whatſo+ 


ever, or by betting on the ſides or hands of ſuch" as dd. 
play at any of the games qforeſaid, loſe to any one or 


more per ſon or perſons ſo playing or betting, in the whole, 
the ſum or value of Ten Pounds, and ſhall pay or deliver 
the ſame, or any part thereof, the perſon or perſons ſo 
lofing, and paying or delivering the ſame, ſhall be at lin 
berty, within three months then next, to fue for, and recover 
the money or — loft; and paid or delivered, or any 

fart thereof, — the reſpective winner or winners thereof, 


5 = coſts. of fuit, by action of debt founded on this act, 


10 be proſecuted in any of her majeſty's courts of record, 
in which aclions or ſuits, na ęſſoign, proteclion, wager 


o/ law, privilege of parliament, or more than one impar- 


lance ſhall be allowed; in which actions it ſhalb be 272 


cient for the plainti if to alledge, that the defendant or 
defendants are indebted to the plaint fs, or recerued to 


the plaintiffs uſe, the moneys ſo oy and paid, or convert- 


ed the goods won of the plaintiffs to the defendant's uſe, 


whereby tlie plaintiffs aclion accrued to him. according to 
the form of this ſlatute, without ſetting forth "the ſpecial 
matter > And in caſe the perſon or per ſons who ſhall loſe 
fuch money, or other thing, as aforeſaid, ſhall not, with- 


in the time aforeſaid, really and bona-fide, and. without 


covin or colluſion, ſue, and with effef proſecute, for the 
money or other thing ſo by ham or them loſt and paid or 
delivered, as aforeſaid It ſhall and may be lawful to, and 
for any her ſon or per ſons, by any ſuch ation or Jutt, as 
aforeſaid, to ſue for and recover the ſame, and treble the 
value thereof, . with coſts of ſutts, againſt fach winner or 


ere, as aſoreſaid, the one Motety- tier eof to ine uſe of 


the 
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| the perſon or $irfons that will fue for the ſame, and the 


other monety to the uſe of the poor of the m_ on where the 


offence ſhall be committed. 

And for the 'better diſcovery of the monies or 3 
thing Jo won, and to be ſued for and recovered, as afore- 
ſaid, It is further enacled by the authority aforeſaid, T hat 


all and every the perſon or perſons, who by virtue of this 


preſent aft ſhall or may be liable to be ſued» for the ſame, 
ſhall be obliged and compellable to anſwer upon oath fuck 


bill or bills as ſhall be preferred againſt him or them, for 


. diſcovering the ſum and ſums of money, or other thing o 
won at play, as aforeſaid. 

Provided always, and be it bertel enacled by the 
authority aforeſaid, That upon the diſcovery and repay- 


ment of the money, or other thing ſo to be diſcovered and 


repaid, as aforeſaid, the perſon or perſons who ſhall ſo 
diſcover and repay the ſame, as aforeſaid, ſhall be ac- 
quitted, indemniſied and diſcharged from any further or 


other puniſhment, forfeiture or penalty, which he or they 
may have incurred by the playing for, or winning ſuch 


money or other thing ſo diſcovered and repaid, as afore- 
ſaid; Any former or other ſtatute, lau or uſuage, or 
any thing in the preſent af contained to the contrary 
thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 

An addition was made to this AQ in the 18th ol 
| George the Second, with the following clauſe. _ 
Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that nothm: 
in that act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to ex- 
tend, to repeal or invalidate an act made in the nt. 
year of the reign of her late najeſly Queen Aune, intitle. 
An a#l for the better ne exceſſrve and deceitſu 


c gaming. 


Tbe law is fo plain that the attorney might bette 
have pleaded, ignoramus, and his worſhip purſue | 
corporation policy, by inſiſting, that gameſters, lik 
mayors and the Americans, had a charter which bi 


elan to * lande and commons. 1 


( 49) 


This man 1 hope will prove that he, as chief ma · 
giſtrate, has a right to cut any man off from the bene- 
fit of the law, who proſecutes a friend of his; — or 
that I, as an Iriſhman, have no right to the benefit 
of the Engliſh laws. — Our lives, properties, and 
all we poſſeſs are centered in law; the magiſtrates and 
lawyers are all our ſecurities; if they betray us, law, 
liberty, and property, muſt be at an end. 
Our legiſlators in tenderneſs to gameſters 2010 the 
public, wiſely conſidered the eminent danger that fre- 
uently attends both, by many examples of young fel- 
lows bred to uſeful occupations, who, from ſucceſs in 
plundering apprentices and ſervants, have been tempt- 
ed to make gaming their profeſſion, and, by equipping 
themſelves like gentlemen, have introduced themſelves 


into the company of unguarded men and unſuſpecting 
youths, till a fair opportunity offered to plunder them, 


and when the ſuperior arts of ſuch geniuſes became 
ſuſpected, it required the utmoſt efforts of their con- 


nexions to ſupport their honour, till, by repeated ſcenes 


of iniquity, they became lo very obnoxious, that they 


were diſcarded from every company where a guinea 


could be gleaned ; and, from a long difuſe of their 
lawful profeſſions have taken to the highway, and 


finiſhed their courſe of honour at the eallows. — But, 


notwithſtanding the preventive care of the law, this 


magiſtrate, as a patriot, has given them full liberty to 


run to the end of the line. 
As all our great patriots are exerting themſelves in 


defence of the laws, and as every man ought to main- 


tain them, who is maintained by them, I think it would 
be a public good act of our recorder as a magiſtrate, to 
contradict ſuch a publication; for, coming from a ma- 
giſtrate and an attorney, it may be of very evil conſe- 
quence to the public.— If he will venture to aflert that 


F——s could be relieved from paying the money, or, 


that I ſtood in any danger of being proſecuted by him, 
without their connivance, T will allow it to be in their 
H favour; 


LE 


8 but till "= I ſhall ever - upbraid them with 
betraying and defrauding me of an hundred pounds. — 
Blut as the mayor has given his opinion, perhaps the 


recorder may be confined by charter from contradicting 


it, for the recorders have always been the Rawhead and 
Bloody Bones with which theſe city nurſes have frighted 
their babes; and, aſſerting that the recorder has ald ſo, 
and ſo, has been as binding as an act of parliament.— 
J remember on a conteſted election for mayor, a recor- 
der brought a charter into the court-hall, from which 
he endeayoured to prove that an Iriſh freeman had no 
right to vote for mayor; and, on my aſking him a 
queſtion that would have proved him one or the other, 
he prudently declined it, by ſaying, he would anſwer 
no queſtion except the mayor put it to him.—T thought 
the recorder was every citizen's recorder, where our 


lawful rights are concerned; but, if otherwiſe, we have 


got a moll hopeful family over our heads. 
Having given a ſpecimen of this little gentleman's 


abilities in private negotiation, I ſhall proceed to ſhew 


his genius and principles in public affairs, and what a 
handy little fellow he is to his connections, when his 
_ vanity is flattered by being made the leading puppet; 
for being honoured with ſuch honourable commitiions, 
and having the honour of being chief magiſtrate, he had 
no ſooner laid down his glyſter-pipe, than he imagined 
he had exchanged it for a ſceptre, which gave him a 
Power to put a negative on the law, and ſway the whole 
city, The following attempt which he made on the 
liberties of the people, is as neceſſary to be recorded as 
the zth of November; for, if magiſtrates can with im- 
punity carry on ſuch plots, 9 muſt mevitably blow 
up the conſtitution. 

On Mr. Ms giving notice in the public papers 
of his intending to decline repreſenting us in parlia- 


ment, our pretty little patriot could not ſuffer the pub - 
lic to ſuſtain fo great a loſs; and therefore publiſhed 
and diſperſed a number of anonymous hand-bills; a 


copy of which is as follows: 
N CITY 
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© The univerſal concern of the freemen and inhabilants 


on Mr. Mills s declining to offer himſelf again a candidate to 

repreſent this city at the enſuing general election, is the 

ſtrongeſt teſtimony of their apprebation of his conduct. 
His ſleady and uniform ſupport of the liberties and 


conflitutional freedom of this country on all occaſions; his 


peculiar attention to every thing which immediately con- 
cerned the intereſt and welfare of this city, and a con- 
fant attendance on his duty in parliament, juſily entitle 
ham to their higheſt efleem and moſt diſintereſted ſupport. 

Thal they may not loſe a member of ſuch approved in- 


tegrity and known independence, it is earneſtly requeſted 
that the freemen in general will attend at the Guildhall on 


Monday next at fix o'clock in the afternoon, to confider 
of the propriety of requeſting him to become again a can- 


didate, and to confult on the moſt conſtitutional means of 


ſupporting the freedom and independence of this city.” 
July 16, 1774. 


It required x no great penetration to diſcover the deſign 
for which this plot was framed; and as I never did 
make myſelf active in but one election, and even in that, 
only to explode ſuch another dirty ſcheme to impoſe on 
the freemen, on receiving one of theſe hand- bills, and 
finding it anonymous, I ſent two copies of the follow- 


ing, as from a freeman; one of which I deſired might 
be delivered to the mayor, requeſting he would order 


it to be read publicly to the freemen aſſembled in the 
Guild-hall.— The other was ſtuck up at the Hall 


door. 


To the FüEEMEx of CANTERBURY. 
An anonymous paper being delivered at each houſe 


in this City, requeſting the Freemen m general to meet 
at the Guildhall, to conſider of the propriety of imnoiting Mr. 
Mitts to become again a Candidate, requires ſome obfer- 


vations to ſhew the impropriety of fuck a ſummons. 
As Mr. Mills has publickly declared his intention of 
declining his ſeat in parltament, we ought to know on 
1 5 what 


Sh 
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what brefunbiids theſe hand bills wene di iſperſed, and the 
names of the Authors, that from their general charatlers 
we may judge whether they are thus inſligated from a 
generous zeal to their country—a friendly attachment to 
Mr. Mills, 'or moved by that vanity which frequently at- 
tends weak-minded men, who, on public occaſions would 
be thought men of great conſequence and leaders of the 
Citizens. Such invitations are frequently given in Coun- 
lies by great and opulent men who can command their 
neighbours and tenants; but I know no men here who 
can, (without invading the bounds of decency) diſperſe 
ſuch papers with a view of diflating to the Free Citizens 
of Canterbury.—T he very ſummons certifies that theſe men 
think us deſtitute of reaſon ſufficient to guide our own 
actions, and therefore aſſemble us together to diflate to us; 
but be it conſidered that every man who gives his conſent 
to fuch a propoſition is bound in honour to abide by it, and 


rom that moment, to the day of eleclion, has given up his 


right of Freedom Thus the Guildhall which was de- 
fi A? for the feat of Juſtice, is opened on this occaſion, 
as a trap to in na e the Citiꝛens— A proceeding of this 
kind may be moſt injurious to the City in general, for as 
every qualified gentleman has a right to offer himſelf as a 
Candidate, fuch an attachment to one man may deter others 
from offering, by which means we may be deprived of the 
choice of Members, And tho' Mr. Mills might receive 
ſuch a complement with his natural complaiſance and gra- 
titude; yet, from his ſteady perſeverance to his duty in 
Parliament, and his long continuance there, he muſt be ſo 
 Jenfible of the great privilege we enjoy beyond other Ma- 
tions, having it in our power to chuſe ſuch men as we 
Judge moſt capable to repreſent us, that he muſt look with 
contempt on any man, or body of men, who ſo greatly a- 
buſe ſo great a ble eſſmg, by engaging themſelves or al- 


templing to engage others at ſuch a period from the time 


of K Election and every Candidate is known. 
A FREE M AN. 


But 
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But theſe gentlemen being all profeſſed patriots, | 
were ſo fired with fuch an invaſion on liberty, that an 


Alderman tore one at the Court-hall, and Noble tore 
down the other from the hall-door, and then proceeded 


to buſineſs. Notwithſtanding the act which was lately 


made to ſecure the freedom and independence of elec- 
tions, and, notwithſtanding Gipps, as a magiſtrate, 


was in duty bound to ſee the law juſtly executed, and 


ought himſelf to have been the laſt man in the city 
even to have preſumed to ſpread an influeyge on the 
people; yet, it is evident, by theſe meaſures, a ſcheme 


was laid to bind them: and having an excellent ta- 


lent at drawing-in people to ſign "their names, here 
was an inſtrument produced for the freemen to 
ſign in fayour of Mr. Mills, with the names of the 
leaders, as precedents. to draw. in the reſt ;—but there 
appegged a much greater concern amongſt themſelves, 
than untverſal concern amongſt the citizens; for, find- 
ing the cool reception the icheme met with, oy 
ſneaked off. 

As good examples ought to 5 followed, it is a pit 
the citizens did not clear the Court-hall of them, in the 
manner that the temple was cleared of the money- 
changers.— Had the king's officers (in a tenth degree) 
made ſuch an attempt on the liberties of the Americans, 


I ſhould never have blamed them for taring and feather- 


ing them If this ſcheme had been countenanced (as it 
was ſeveral months before the appearance of an election) 
the inſtrument would have been hawked about, and 


freemen preſſed to ſign it wherever they could have 


urged an influence; in the ſame manner as petitions to. 
the throne have 5 hawked about the county, and 
then called the voice of, the people; and if any who 
had ſigned it, became corrected by reaſon and reflection 
to repent of their weakneſs, the very men who ſeduced 


them would have branded them with denying their 


own hand- -Wrging.—As they intended moſt {trictly to 
oblerve the law which torbids buying poor men's votes, 
they 
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they cache to have been above an attempt to fleal chem. 
— Though Mr. M——s gave public notice to decline 
his ſeat, yet he reſented this caution which 1 gave the 
citizens (as has been lately declared in public) in ſuch 
a manner as I think he could have no pretenſion to, ei- 
ther as a gentleman or a candidate; eſpecially to a 
man who has ever been moſt diſintereſledly his friend, 
| whilſt he addreſſed the citizens in an open and candid 
manner.—T believe that any impartial man who reads 
it, and conſiders the moderate manner in which it 
was wrote on ſuch an occaſion, will allow that the 
ſhadow of freedom cannot remain where a freeman, 
for taking ſuch a neceſſary freedom, meets with abuſe 

from a ſet of men who pretend to ſupport liberty.— 
Mr. M s muft know that a member in the Houſe 


of Commons is poſſeſſed with great Privilege of ſpeech, 


either in regard to the king or his miniſters, wheWthe 
rights of the people are concerned—He muſt likewiſe 
know that it is the ſpirit and voice of the people which 
the members are empowered. to echo; _ being ap- 
pointed agents for the public, and authoriſed by them 
to take ſuch freedom ſhould like to know on what 
Principle of liberty a candidate can cenſure a freeman 
for ſcrutinizing his conduct, or the conduct of his 
agents, when he, at that very time, is ſoliciting to be 
poſſelled with a power to take a much greater freedom 
with the king or his miniſter ?=Sure, Mr. M—s 
cannot look on Canterbury as hs royalty—Gipps his 
gamckeeper and every citizen obliged to lay to a net 
when he pleaſes to draw. it over them ?—Tho' this 
ſcheme was ſo far rendered abortive, that they had 
not above ſeventy freemen out of fifteen hundred to fion 
it, yet the farce muſt be played out; and aw ay to 
Nackimngton, in corporation pomp, goes their wörſhips 
and the brewers, with a —* Here, , ſee what 
* we kave done for you!” and from the abundance 
of their own wiſdom delivers him the Wit, as a ſam- 
ple of the ſenſe of the * there coald be no 

_ withſtanding 
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withſtanding the ſupplications of ſeventy freemen out 
of fifteen hundred, and being a victory over liberty, he 
directly ſung Te Deum in the news-papers on receiving 
ſeventy captive freemen bound and delivered to him by 
the hand of the chief magiſtrate; whilſt his worſhip 
might ſay aſide, as ſerjeant Trim did by his recruits, — 
Il is on the heads of Juch men as theſe, that we great 
* men build our renqun. — Surely Gipps muſt be of 
Iriſh extraction, or he never would have diſtributed 
hand-bills, and invited the people to the Court-hall to 
{upport independence, when, at the ſame time he had 
procured a halter to bind them.—Had a Lord Mayor 


of Dublin played ſuch a game, the citizens would ſoon 
have ſent him to have tried his conſequence amongſt 


the frogs in Leeſon's horſe-pond. 

This ſtate farce was copied exactly from Richard the 
Third. Richard ſhewed a reluctance to the crown 
Mr. Mills publiſhed an intention to decline his ſeat in 


parlament.—Richard's friends made the Lord Mayor 
of London privy to their deſigns, and the mayor was 


their tool to aſſemble and work up the citizens—juft ſo 
did the mayor of Canterbury. The citizens of London 
ſaw thro the fraud and deſpiſed the motion ut ſo did 
the citizens of Centern, the peo- 


ple's diſlike, the mayor of London went in ſtate, and 


preſſed Richard to accept the crown as by the deſire of 


the people—juſt ſo did the mayor of Canterbury. — 


However, the election coming on ſuddenly, thele 
modern patriots and men of ſpirit would have tother 
touch at the freemen, and hand bills, of which the 


e is an exact copy, were — diſperſed: 


C 
* The freemen who are friends to Mr. Mills, are 


© requeſted to meet at the Guild-hall, this afternoon, at 


fue o'clock preciſely, to conſider and determine whether 
Mr. Malls jhall tand the poll alone, or join ether of 


8 the other candidates.” 
Sure 
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Sure the perſon . wrote, and cauſed to be diſiri- 


bait; ſuch bills, muſt look on the citizens as a moſt 


ſervile pack, when they thought it ſufficient only to 
let them know that the kennel door would be open at 
pve. As few reputable men would attend ſuch a ſum- 


mons, ſuch a party of patriots were aſſembled as might 
| have put a Brentford election out of countenance; they 


being determined to be called the voice of the people. 
Sir W—— M-—— now appeared, who having 
before in vain tried the ſtrength of the orange colour, 


like a ſkilful angler. who conſtructs the colour of the 
now fairly. hooked. f 
-m had 


fly to the complexion of the day. 
them with true blue. Whether, as Sir W 
a borough of his own, the citizens imagined they 

ſhould have a double member; or, whether, thro' a 
ſpirit of independence, they poſſeſſed him with a power 


of giving or ſelling his own borough as he ſaw moſt 
conducive to the good of the nation, I am as yet igno- 
rant of; but, in a few hours he became the hero of 


the day, and without doing an ad that could be cen- 
ſured, fairly and honourably got his election. 
Sir W m L 


favour, being now abſent, was repreſented by his 
friends :—Thus, the popular and natural intereſt of 


theſe gentlemen gave a doubtful appearance to Mr. 


M s. This, therefore, was no time to ſtand to a 
colour, and Mr. M s was fairly put up to the 
higheſt bidder, by Mr. Alderman Paragraph, who was 


appointed auctioneer; the conditions having been pre- 


viouſly propoſed, both to the blues and orange, who 


were plainly told, that the party which held up moſt 


hands ſhould have him. As an auction is nothing 
without a puffer, up roſe our little patriot, who being 
maſter of .the graces, whilſt he adjuſted himſelf to 


command attention, a buz went round amongſt the 


party preſent—whiſt !—His worſhip is going to give us 


a {peech, A ſhort ſilence now cnlued, and he not 


chuſing 


-h, our late repreſentative, Who 


the election before had the whole tide of people in his 
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chuſing to e his audience with a tedious recital of 


Mr. Ms great ſervices to the kingdom in general. 
and this city in 3 ſumed up all in Re | 
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« There is not a man in the world that wh ought to 
hrefer to Mr. Mi--ls.” | | 


Mr. Mi—ls, though a modeſt man, ftood near him, 
and without bluſhing heard the adulation! A motion 


was then made to the citizens to hold up their hands 
at the bar, that their ſentiments might be diſcovered. 


5 —Many of them complied with this requeſt, not con- 


| ſidering the indignity that was caſt upon them; and 


one old gentleman, judging it a conſtitutional cauſe, | 
held up his crutches to ſupport it.— Then the noble 


ſparit of freedom breathed forth in ſuch animated 


ſtrains as did honour to the magiſtrates, who, in defi- 
ance to an arbitrary miniſtry, thus ſupported the free- 
dom and independence of elections. 

As Mr. M s had hitherto ſupported the reputa- 
tion of being firm to his party, it gave concern to many 
perſons then preſent, to ſee him ſhuffled about for ſo many 
hours before he knew which ſide would accept of him. 
When in the Houſe of Commons I believe he was 
guided by his own reaſon ; but when he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be ruled by theſe men, he appeared like the 
Prince of Lilliput, who, to pleaſe the Trameckſans and 
Slameckſans, wore one heel high and the other low, 
which made him ſo perceptibly hobble in his carriage 
he too, who formerly was furrounded by the molt 
principal neighbouring gentlemen and citizens, appear- 
ed now forſaken by them; and was ſeen by me, the 
day before the election, on his canvaſs, attended onl 
by William Francis and his brother Tom. —Juſt ſuch 
a figure will the firſt man in the nation make, if ever 
he pays the leaſt attention to a ſet of Doodles. | 

Sure this Al——n G—s muſt be a, man of moſt 
wonderful penetration and power amongſt us, to be 
the only man amongſt fiſteen hundred freemen, who diſ- 

I covered 
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covered and ona Mr. 1 to be the only man 


in the world to repreſent us, —Ib we allow Mr. M—-s to 


be a great man in the Houſe of Commons, I think his 
worſhip went rather too far.—Captain Bobadil allow- 
ed that there might be nineteen men in the nation, 


pretty near, or altogether, as good as himſelf, When 


a magiſtrate has aſſumed ſo high a piece of arrogance 
as to aſſemble the citizens in the Court-hall, and 


dictate to them from the bench, the only man in the 


world to repreſent ſuch a city in parliament, it is re- 
quiſite to ſearch into the motives that induced him. 
Patriots have ever deemed ſuch ſcrutinies juſt in regard 
to courtiers, and when it has been difcovered that in- 
tereft has been their guide, they have been deemed 
ſellers and betrayers of their country. If his worſhip 
had aſſumed charter-right for ſuch a proceeding, 
he might have brought the preſent of plate into the 
Court-hall, which he accepted of for his election ſer- 
vice, and have told the public that he had juſt got the 


grant of an advantageous leaſe of land; therefore ex- 


cted the votes of the citizens as taxes due to his 
worſhip to diſcharge his obligations. Can any man 
who knows the value of freedom, in which every 
freeman has an equal ſhare,. tamely ſubmit to ſee a 


man of ſuch inſignificance claim ſuch a power over 


| the whole ? 

The merry andrew who firſt gate the appellation 
of toad-eater, mounted the ſtage and ſwallowed the 
toad before the ſpectators, that his maſter might be 
thought the only man in the world at expelling poiſon ; 
but I never heard that he diſgorged it on the people. — 
Such examples, without meeting with a juſt reſent- 

ment from the public, have rendered this city ſo ver 
contemptuous, that even a neighbouring farmer, w b 

as much brains as the geeſe in his yard, has been heard 
to ſay, that ſuch, or ſuch a man, ſhall not be mem- 


ber of parliament. Such ſort of patriots might with 


greater propriety have ſaid, that they would not have 


taken ſuch or ſuch a man's money to purchaſe votes 
| | for 


* 


oppoſe every invaſion on it, and as the name of 8 
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for him. i his chiefly hes! owing to ſuch friends that 
elections in general have been fo expenſive; for they fre- 


. quently, to oblige their own friends and keep up their 


conſequence, have ſo fleeced and drubed the poor can- 


didates, that many of them when they got into the houſe, 


inſtead of fulfilling the promiſe they made of cloſing the 
wounds of their poor bleeding country, have been obli- 
ged to look out for ways and means to heal their own.— 
As no money could be given at the laſt election, nor abſo- 
Jute promiſe made to influeiite a vote, a genius was re- 


queſted to expreſs hints of gratification afterwards but to 


the honour of Mr. M s I will fay, that he prudently 
conſidered there could be no difference in conſcience 
between gratzfication and bribery, This cauſed a fad 
mutiny between the recruits and the recruiting officers, 
who had no other conſolation than ſwearing they 
would be dd if ever they voted for ſuch agents 
again,—Yet, if ſuch men wear a blue ribbon,. and 
cenſure k—g and miniſters, they are all honeſt fellows, 
ſtanding in defence of their count 
I Bade ever been tenacious of liberty, and would 
e 
has long ſtood foremoſt. on the hit of patriots, I cannot 
paſs unnoticed a young ſoldier of that name who made 
an active appearance at our laſt election. The law has 
always looked on the military gentlemen at elections 
as the ſow in labour did on the attendance of the 
wolf, and therefore orders them at a diſtance. I have 
thought that the diſtinguiſhed characteriſtic of national 
knight-errands, was to obſerve the law, and to ſpend 
their hearts-blood, and the Lord knows what, to 
maintain rights and privileges without attempting them- 
ſelves to invade them. We don't read m hiſtory, that 
the renowned champion Jack the Giant-killer ever at- 
tempted to raviſh any of the ladies that, he redeemed 
from the clutches of the arbitrary giants. No, he, 
worthy good patriot, continually yentured his life againſt 
thoſe great luſty raw-boned fellows to ſet the ladies at 
liberty, that they might have it in their power to diſ- 
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poſe of their own precious property as every Britiſh 
ſubject onght.— Was this gentleman to go into the 
kitchen at the Manſion-houſe (where he has a much 
greater right than at our elections) and there preſums- 
to dictate, or ſhew an influence over his Lordhip 8 
cooks, ſuch a ſpirit of liberty reigns there, that I dare 


ſay they would reſent ſuch an invaſion on their de- 


partment, by pinning half a dozen diſh-clouts to his 
tail. If this gentleman would play the patriot, let him 
do it in his own occupation, by practiſing ſuch. ſcieuces 
as may add to the bounty of nature, that he may 
be prepared (when the ſervice of his country calls) 
to reap ſuch laurels as may give them who know him 
Pleaſure to ſee him adorned with. 


Were the citizens to reſent ſuch invaſions, and em- 


brace that bounty which the law has given, to depend 
on their own reaſon, the faireſt characters would natu- 
rally ſtand firſt in their eſteem; and when merit only 


becomes their object, men of the firſt abilities and for- 
tunes in the county (who no doubt would like to have 


Aa truſt in the management of the public ſtock to which 


they ſo largely contribute) might think it an, honour to 
repreſent ſucha city ; but ſuch men would not like to ſee 


a military man appear in a party againſt them. 
Could any thing tranſcend the aſſurance of the magi- 


ſtrates in calling the people together, and, with the can- 


didates, perchinig themſelves on the bench to give their 
proceedings an air of authority, having their party pre- 
pared as precedents to the citizens, and ordering chem 
on every occaſion to hold up their hands? I think when 
the candidates were ſoliciting ſo great a truſt, they 
ought at leaſt to have been on a level with their con- 
{lituents; but his worſhip meant to make the citizens 
appear as creatures at his diſpoſal.—A member of par- 


liament is veſted with great privilege and honor; but 


he derives it all from the people he has the honour af 
repreſenting. — Our ambaſſadors, when they deliver 
their embaſſies, ſtand covered before emperors ; but 


that hogour is not Ou» it is s paid to the power he 


repreſents. 
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repreſents. — Tt was the high regard the ancient Romans 


55 paid to their right of election, which raiſed that mighty 
empire to ſuch a ſummit; the citizens knew that all 
the wealth and grandeur. of the ſtate depended on their 
toil and their valour; therefore what they earned by 


blood and labour, they prudently ſecured in the care 


and truſt of the moſt wiſe and valiant men.—No man 
durſt approach them as a candidate, without being 
prepared to convince them, that he had done ſome | 


great ſervice to the ſtate, and made their application in 


an humble veſture for that purpoſe; being conſcious 


that when they approached the Roman citizens, they 


ſtood before the moſt awful aſſembly on the earth; and 
frequently would (if no ladies were preſent) ſtrip em. 


ſelves naked, to ſhew marks of the wounds they had 
received in the ſervice of their country. | Such dignity 
being maintained, their ſtateſmen and generals vied 
with each other in meriting the good opinion of the 
people; and the people vied with each other in paying 


the higheſt honours to the moſt faithful ſervants of the 


public —uhilſt that ſpirit ſubſiſted, they all grew 
great and powerful; but when the deſcendents of theſe 


great men, who mierte nothing of their fathers, but 
their fortunes, and being deſtitute of that virtue which 


naturally eſtabliſhes efteem in the hearts of the people, 
they employed procurers and panders to corrupt their 
morals; and no ſooner gained an aſcendant over them 


than they treated them as bad men always do the vir- 


tue they have ruined; and finding themſelves unawed 


by the citizens, they trampled on them, and vied with 


each other for plunder and power, till that compact, law 
and hberty, which bound the world to Rome, was de- 
ſtroyed; this gave ſtrength and ſpirit to the dependent 
nations to ſhake off their yoke, till, after rending off the 
limbs, the empire Elelf was frequently ſold to ſuch as had 
acquired the greateſt ſhare of plunder to purchaſe it, till 
at laſt, they altogether became miſerable, and {laves to 
the nations they had formerly conquered; from ſuch 
cauſes ſuch conſequenees may accrue to this nation; 


ſox 


1700) 


for now, even the American whelps lift up their legs, 
and with diſdain piſs on the old lion; nor is it to 
be wondered they ſo preſume againſt Old England, 
when ſuch a city as this, bore ſuch an inſult from ſuch 
a\man——l aim not in theſe remarks at our preſent mem- 
bers, as I know nothing to their prejudice concerning 
their conduct in parliament; nor ſhall ever be prejudiced 
againſt any man in that ſtation till Tknow he is influen- 
ced, tho his ſentiments may differ widely from mine. — 
only aim at pointing out the dirty avenues thro which 
ſuch men are leading the citizens, to the CYBER of the 
public and the ruin of the conſtitution. 
As great patriots are ever on the watch for the good ofthe 
public (this grand national affair being over) his worſhip 
now moſt ſeriouſly turned his attention to city affairs. 
What they do when in grand council aſſembled, muſt 
not be profaned by vulgar eyes and ears; their affairs 
being of ſuch conſequence that all are ſworn to ſecrec 
and, if any mortal dared to explore their myſteries, he 
would meet with the ſame fate that poor Claudius did 
for truſting himſelf amongſt the good women when 
they were worſhiping their goddeſs Bona: therefore, I 
ſhall run no hazard, and only venture to deſcribe the 
— care of thoſe _w guardian angels without 
doors. 0 
Te dess of the different pariſhes in chis city being 
united: by charter in one general workhouſe, there are 
annually choſe two guardians from each pariſh, to ſu- 
perintend the whole, and each to have a paternal care 
over their on poor; to theſe are added, the mayor, 
and all the magiſtrates, ' as perpetual guardians; they 
having gone thro the ſeveral offices, and being fathers 
of the city were deemed men moſt proper for a truſt of 
ſuch material conſequence to the public, the paternal care 
of ſuch a numerous poor, and the Juſt diſpoſal of that 
weighty ſeſs which is raiſed on the inhabitants for 
their ſupport. How far this care is attended to by 
our ae my" the . will 288 
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In diſcharge of this duty our little patriot, on the 
laſt general election for guardians, (who, like Gay's bear 
mult be at the helm) came to our, pariſh-veſtry, at- 
tended by Alderman Long and Alderman Simmons, 
three men, who, on ſuch an occaſion, had never ap- 
peared there before. The ſeveral officers for the work- 


houſe who are annually choſe, as treaſurer, , doctor, 
clerk, &c. being places of profit, there was a point to 
carry in eſtabliſhing ſuch men as their worſhips thought 
proper, and one material object in view, to diſplace 
one man who had been in ſome years, and was noted 


for a moſt unpardonable crime—contempt of . the corpo- 
ration. And for this laudable purpoſe it was requiſite 
to make intereſt in the ſeveral parithes to procure,guar= 
dians who would vote in ſupport of ſuch an henour: 

able defign.—As his worſhip is the beſt judge who are 
the only men in the world to repreſent us, could he point 
out any one more proper to aſſiſt him than Mr. Slodden, 
who was his faithful partner in my affair? and where 


could he pick out a man in the pariſh who had a more 


vilible appearance for a tender guardian of the poor, 


than he who was the faithful guardian of my law-ſuit? 


As I have lived thirty years in the pariſh, from the 


harmony that has ever ſubſiſted between my neighbours 
and me, I think I might as well preſume at ſuch an 


influence as either of theſe aldermen; but as ſuch an 
invaſion could not be made without offering the high- 
eſt inſult on the judgment and lawful right of each 
pariſhioner, I never made the leaſt appearance in the 
particular intereſt of any pariſh-othicer ; nor did 1 
ever object to but one, and that one was this very 


only an mate; and as he no ways contributed to the 
ſtock he aimed at ſuperintending, and judging it was 
according to cuſtom to anſwer a deſign, he being then 
a young fellow, I rebuked him for offering himſelf 
in ſuch a manner as 1 thought might have cautioned 


him from ſubmitting himſelf to ſuch purpoſes. But 
great, {;; n are not eaſily daunted, a proper party being 


prepared 


n, who offered himſelf for a guardian, when 
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prepared, tlie Afdern 
Alderman L—g, Alderman G—s, Alderman F—&4, 


and I have heard that Alderman Doodle was amongſt 
them. Theſe gentlemen went to the workhouſe on the 
day of the general election, and there voted for ſuch 
officers as were moſt agreeable to their own conſcience 


Aa fer of men, who, fince the laſt year that they had 
been there on the ſame occaſion, had not either of 
them once appeared in the diſcharge of that duty which 


they owe both to the poor and to the public.—Can 


ſuch men imagine that the corporation was inftituted - 
merely to tinſel them with the title of Aldermen, and. 


give them an abſolute command over every depart- 


ment in the city? Or, that they are entitled to that 22 


pect which is only due to men who faithfully diſcharge 
the truſt that is repoſed in them according to the oath 
they have ſworn to obſerve? What advantage can it 
be to us, being in a land of liberty and property, when 
we are thus pent up in a corner and covered by a 


charter, under a ſet of men who - thus to con- 


troul every department in the city? We look with 


pity on the French, who are under abſolute monarchy: 
as to my part, I declare that I had much rather be un- 


der the paw of a lion than have a parcel of curs eter- 


nally ſnaping at my heels. 


Theſe very men have a right themſelves to condemn 
the citizens; for it is the ſupineneſs and timidity of tlie 
people that thus tempts them to corrupt themſelves, and 


abuſe the public, —I have obſerved four or five Jack- 
| daws at a time, on ſeeing ſomething like themſelves in 
the air, for a while with cautious fear, flutter round 


our pariſh weathercock, till, finding it inanimate, they 
boldly perched on it; and whilſt they proudly ſur- 
veyed the city, have fouled with their excrements the 


object that juſt before they were afraid of ; but when 


the ſpirit of the wind has given motion to the figure, 
the dirty birds have not dared to approach it. 


A man who makes himſelf the neceſſary tool of 
Every public and — affair cannot want advocates 


when 


( 65 ) 
when he does a job on his own bottom, which fully 
appeared on his playing the conjuror and publiſhing 

my thoughts, that I did not think I was cheated; for, 
though he had before declared to the contrary, yet, to 
ſuſtain their party champion, there were fifty who di- 
rectly ſtood ready to {wear it, —Thele worthies to con- 
vince us that they are abſolute maſters and diſpoſers 
of the little caſh that remains, on the late Chamber- 
lain's reſigning the office and all connections with 
them (a man of known probity and application, who. 
reſigned the firſt year he entered into the office; find- 
ing, I ſuppoſe, the ſalary inadequate to the afliduity 
neceſſary. for the. faithful diſcharge the buſineſs re- 
quired) that the public by his declining might ſuſtain 
no loſs, up ſtarted two of the junto as candidates for 
the office, Alderman Parker and Commoner Ham- 

mond; and that there might be no diſunion in ſuch a 
firm compact, nor charge of neglect of duty laid to any 
particular perſon, the alderman was honoured with the 
title and office, on paying the commoner 20l. per an- 
num out of his ſalary; which trick, I think, at St. 
James's, they call quartering. - If I may ſpeak as a 
citizen, I imagine if theſe gentlemen found that fort 
pounds worth of ſervice per annum was ſufficient for 
the city, they ſhould have conſidered that there are 
many neceſſary city repairs wanting; that the ſtock is 
ſo low that the mayors have received intereſt for their 
{alaries, for want of ready money to pay them; and 
have reſcrved the other 201. per annum for the uſe and 
credit of the public. —Indeed, I have wondered that 
H d, who is ſo ſtaunch a patriot, and who rails 
ſo much againſt places and penſions, would caſt ſuch 
a dead lump on the city; but, he has been very ſer- 
viceable to the party—he defended F she, in 
in the mayor's own houle, finiſhed the job that releaſed 
him ;—he, faithfully and honeſtly defended Daniels 
and, he is one of their alehouſe party.—Men who do 
great ſervice to a ſtate, and conſtantly attend the 
levee, mul be rewarded with penſions on the public. 
Any 


I (66) 


Any one who would be convinced that they keep 
themſelves in daily exerciſe for ſuch practices, need 
only go to the common parade in the center of the city, 
from whence he may ſec the whole corporation junto 
aſſembled every morning in a common alehouſe, with 
| bowls of punch before them, and in defiance of com- 
mon decency, with the windows open; it is grown fo 
noted a morning rendezvous, that people of decency 
go another way to avoid being the butt of their morn- 
ing inſpiration ; grave people ſtile it the magazine of 
ſcandal, and boys in derifion call it the cicy council cham- 
ber. What can be expected of a ſet of worſhipfulls 
who thus drown their morning ſenſes in one punch 
bowl, and go fiſhing for them all the afternoon in an- 
other? Here the affairs of private families are moſt 
nicely canvaſſed, and here each ſhopkeeper's ſtock is 
valued to a ſhilling, and how long ſuch or ſuch men 
will laſt in trade, and what will be their compoſition, 
Here the dangerous rocks are pointed out to which 
our blind miniſtry are ſtecring the nation, and from 
whence, no doubt, in tmitation of the London tavern, 
| petitions and remonſtrances will ſoon iſſue forth to 
warn his majeſty againſt the impending fate of his 
ople. Were theſe men not magiſtrates, the exam- 
ple would be of no more prejudice to the public than 
a ſet of morning tipling porters; but to the honour 
of the lower fort of people, I can ſafely ſay that, ex- 
cept their worſhips, there is not ſuch a morning ſight to 
be ſeen in all the city; nor can they for elegance of 
ſtile in their converſation be matched by any other 
order of men. Even in toſſing up for their reck- 
oning, they cannot decide it without giving bawdy 
terms to the current coin of the nation.—I would ad- 
viſe theſe gentlemen to take the following abſtract from 
their corporation prayer-book, and put it up as a me- 
mento on the alchouſe wall: 


Give us grace {moſt loving father) gladly and wil- 
* ſingly to hear the canſe of tice poor oppreſſed, truly 
5 | 1 | „ and 


and indifferently to judge all matters, and fo. juſily and 
ws 4. to behave 75 in all our Eh that in 


= 


i — 13 ; | 89 


execution of our office ue may truly and liuely re- 


66 


C preſent thane un ſpotte Juſtice and judgment unto; tie 


4 advancement of virtue, and unto the extirpation of all 
« fin and wickedneſs, Gave us alſo grace (moſt gractous 
Lord] ſo to train uh our lives among thy people, that 
* they beholding aur godly. eanverſatiqu, may thereby be 


daily to proceed from virtue ta virtue. 


his part of the prayer I would adviſg the gentle 
men to order H——4. to. read to them every morn- 
ing before he is ſuffered to drink a glaſs of punch, and 
at the ſame time let a ſerjeant be planted at the alehouſe 
door, with the ſpeaking trumpet, and proclaim aloud, 


+ provoked to embrace true godlingſs, and. encouraged 


Let every ſoul be ſubject to the: ugher powers; then, 


# " 


It was the landlord of this houfe, a moſt inoffenſive 
man, who was, by conſtant application of his cuſtom- 
ers, prevailed on ta aſſault me, and for which I en- 
tered a proſecution againſt him; not from the leaſt re- 
ſentment to the man, but in purſuance of that com- 
mon juſtice to the public, which every man ought to 
Mmaintain—His drawer, who was prefent, was exa- 
mined. before a witneſs, and fully gave his depoſition of 
the aſſault, but he had been fo well tutored by ſome men, 
who had trained up their lives to be a godly example 
to the people, that, when he came into court, he ſwore 
point-blank that I aſſaulted his maſter This honour- 
able victory gave ſuch tranſport to the whole corps, 
that they ditectly prepared for a ſolemn triumph; and 
that evening walking through a back lane, I ſaw Mr. 
Buckhurſt, a ſhoe-maker and common-councilman, 


Hallo, boys! and a full, bumper tg. the beſt!” | 


gilding green boughs for the mob; and, on aſking him 


in a jocular manner, whether they were not to grace 
the triumph over Roch? he anſwered, with prodigious 
ſpirit, that Roch ſhould have enough of them; and 


George Frend, who was then mayor, propoſed a fub- 
| | e ſcription 
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benpuon of half a crown each to kt thy chere 


bells a ringing; Ahe houſe of rendezvous' was poly 
t 


decorated with green boughs, and ſuch was the tumu 


and uproar of the corporation, and the mob that were 


their friends, that a very ſenſible lady, on ſeeing ſuch 
a ſwarm of patriots ſpitting their venom agninſt a ſin- 
ele object, merrily ſaid, that they looked like the na- 


tion of Lilliputions when they ſurrounded and diſcharg- 


ed their little prickly arrows. at Capt. Gulliver. As to 


Seaman, the drawer,” Who was the evidence, if he had 


not been obliged a few weeks after to quit the city for 
a robbery; it is a querry, whether they would not 
have brought him into the corporation; but when he 
returns from his travels, and brings vouchers that he 


fled from the laws of other countries as he did from | 
his own, they may perhaps follow the example of a 


great city, and make him chief magiſtrate. 
I was obliged to employ an attorney in 1 to 


proſecute Daniels, having ineffectually applied to ſeveral 
here, meri who at any other time or occaſion, would 
have done any thing in their power to have ſerved me; 


but the party being ſo ſtrong and violent, I could 
plainly perceive that they dared no more to oppoſe 


them, than a king's officer would a deſperate gang of 


ſmugglers. The very mayor of. the city, 


F. d, abuſed Alderman Smith for publiſhing their 


proceedings, for which, theſe protectors of the liberty 


of the preſs were as ſanguine in injuring him in trade, 


as they were me; a man ſo paſſive in his diſpofition, 
that nothing but that juſtice which is due from a ma- 

riſtrate, and an honeſt printer to the public, could 
Kate tempted him to have oppoſed them ;—and, they 
had even the meanneſs to procute Clathero, one of 


their city lamp-lighters to abuſe me, who was ſeen 


drinking with them at their morning rendezvous, till 


they worked him by to their TORE y 
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1 ſhall now ſhew the paternal regard theſe wor- 
-hipa expreſs for poſterity, by carefully keeping up the 


3 breed; in which they are ſo exact in matching each 


other, that few gentlemen are ſo nice in matching 
their coach horſes; for, it is not long ſince, they 
gave fourſcore pounds out of the public ſtock low as 
it then was) to purchaſe two pair of them to complete 
a ſet; one pair of which was F d and G—s. | 

I ſhall begin with our Aidenndn Printer; and, 


from an interview which paſſed between him and me 


on buſineſs, it may be judged, whether the privilege 
of the preſs, for which we ftrenuouſly contend, be 
maintained as a free and open channel for the public, 
or to poſſeſs an infolent printer with the power of 
abuſing us.—Some time ſince, on a Friday, I left an 
advertiſement at his houſe, for his Saturday's paper, 
to give notice, that the goods of a deceaſed lady would 
be ſold by me the week following; with a Nota Bene, 
that notice would be given in Mr. Smith's paper, the 
Tueſday following, When the goods might be viewed, 
and where catalogues might — had. —In the evening 
the Alderman came to my houſe, and, with his hat 
off, moſt humbly told me, that he would not print 
the advertiſement. — Your reaſon, Sir. — Smith, Sir, 
faid he, has uſed me ill; therefore, I will not admit his 
name, or any thing relative to lum, in my paper.—M1r, 
replicd 1, this is a common advertiſement, which con- 
cerns neither him, or you, and will admit of no 
delay.— Sir, anſwered he, I will not do it; but I will 
tell you what I will ͤ do: I will advertiſe, that ſuch 
notice will be given next week. — If you mean, ſaid I. 
your own next Wedneſday's paper, that will be too 
late; for, I muſt, if poſſible, prepare the goods for 
. fale by next Thurſday; therefore, it requires more 
early notice, and, as there is ſuch a preſſing occa- 
ſion, I requeſt you will over-rule _ preſent ſcru- 
ple. — Sir, ſaid he, (bowing low) J am determined — 
and will not.— Well, ſaid I, if his name be omitted, 
will you mention that ſuch notice will be given next 


Theſday? 
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Tuelday P— No, MP Tan he, I will not mention. the 


day.— Really, Sir, replied I, I cannot fee how you 


can anſwer thus ſtopping the cuſtomary channel of 


trade; to which he peremptorily ſaid, Sir, I am maſter 


of the paper! As this, added I, will be deemed an 


unpardonable neglect in me, I muſt acquaint the pub- 


lic that you have been the cauſe of it.— This made a 


viſible impreſſion, and ſeemed to operate on him equal 
to threatening a boy with a birch, and after ſome pauſe 
he conſented to mention the day, but declared he would 
not inſert Mr. Smith's name; and as the property of 
my employer was at ſtake, I was obliged to ſhape my 
advertiſement 1 in obedience to this maſter of the paper. 
The privilege of the preſs is a tower of defence whilſt 
maintained and directed for the ſervice of the public ; 


but I believe the following inſtance will prove, that 


this man (as many governors of fortreſſes have done) 


directs his battery againſt the people who eſtabliſhed | 


him, and converts it to his own emolument. 


When he firſt began trade he begged and d 


for buſineſs with a meanneſs that a cobler of ſpirit 
could not have ſubmitted to, and then fold his paper 
for two-pence each; but as his paper gave him an op- 


portunity to advertiſe any goods he could get profit by, 
finding himſelf pent for room, he begged of the public 


to indulge him with another halſpenny, who, not being 


apprehentive of his deſign, conſented to this additional 
tax; which point being gained, he has ſince that time, 


run into ſo many different articles, as have taken up 
(with puffing encomiums on their virtues) more than 
one-fifth of the paper, viz. 


Superfine Fools-cap, Cures for the Clap, Snag 


Hams, Female Pills, Bear's Greaſe, Sugar Plumbs, Shoe 
Black, Hair Powder, Gloves, Pocky-Pulls, Tobacco, Snuff, 
Balls for the Gripes, Pen-Kntves, Buckles, Buttons, 
Dutch Toys, Bruſhes, Soap, Pepper, Muſtard, Acid for 


Punch, Spaniſh Wool, and being a PRE, he likewiſe 
I have 
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I have enumerated at different times above two hun- 
dred articles which this Merchant Printer has advertiſed 


at the expence of the public. -A man who can thus 
extend his trade, and fall upon any advantageous ar- 

ticle that his neighbour deals in, and aſſume ſuch a 
privilege of the Preſs as to ſhut out Mr. Smith's name, 
or any other citizen's who deals in articles that claſhes 


with his own, is making himſelf maſter of the paper to 


a fine public purpoſe—and he has ſo far extended it, 
that he has no leſs than 'TWO ſhops in the city, and 
SEVEN apprentices.—As to the number of apprentices, 
he may plead principle, that the noble privilege of the 


preſs may not ſuffer for want of hands to ſuſtain it; 


beſides, when journeymen are ſcarce they grow ſaucy ; 
and when ſuch a number are trained up to a buſineſs 


that one half of them are ſtarving, the other half may 


be had on half-ſtarving terms; and this alderman may 
fay, after the mayor of Ford wich, what fignifies a man's 


being mayor, if he cannot do as he pleaſes. 


If any controverſy happens in the circuit of his pa- 
per, ſuch as was between the Farmers and Millers, and 
many other ſubjects of more conſequence to the pub- 
lic, than accounts which he gives of things that never 
happened in Ruſſia, Pruſſia, Turky and America; yet, 
he will not admit it into his paper without being 
paid ſo much per line; and very reaſonable, for, as 
he is maſter of the paper, we are his ſubjects, and he 
may want that part of it for his own advertiſements.— 
Thus, while one part of his patriotic paper is railing 
againſt the incroachments of government, and crying, 
Cato, beware of Lucius, the other part is an evi- 
dence that he has decently crept on the public for full 
a fifth part of the value of his paper. If I may take 


the privilege of the preſs, I would adviſe this man to 
reduce his paper to the former price; and as he has 


an advantage beyond others in printing and delivering, 


to print ſeperate catalogues at his own expence, as e- 


very other tradeſman is obliged to do; but even in 


thoſe, it would be better to omit ſeveral forts of ad- 
| vertiſements 
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. which frequently appear in hiſs paper; for 
I think that the efficacy of pocky-pills, ſafe and eaſy 
cures for the clap, onaniſm, and many other things 
equally decent, can he no great compliment to the ge- 
nerous county of Kent, as he ſtiles us; nor can it be a 
ſmall encouragement for young fellows to encounter 


ſuch dangers, when an Alderman is always advertiſing 
a ſafe and ſpeedy cure. I would advile him rather to 


follow the ſteps of the late Dr. Rock, that moſt famous 
Clap Doctor; he employed poor creatures to deliver 
his advertiſements at bawdy-houſes; or ſtand at the 
corners of ſtreets, of lanes, and alleys, to thruſt them 
into the hands of ſuch miſerable objects who appeared 


to have occaſion for them; but never preſumed to 
offer them to decent people, or at reputable houſes.— 


J have ſeen him on Tower-hill, mounted on a chair as 
great as an alderman, with a numerous mob about 


him; and there deſcant on all the different ſtages of 


the diſorder, aſſuring them, that no man on earth 
could have knowledge ſuperior to him in the efficac 

of the medicines he exhibited; having himſelf gone 
through every ſtage of that obnoxious diſorder; and 
that no mortal could have more tender feelings for his 


ſuffering fellow-creatures —He had a moſt excellent 
way of acting and grimacing it.— I have ſeen him ex- 


preſs the tortures, and coin his countenance, in ſuch 
ſeeming excruciating agonies, that -/ the features of thoſe 


who had felt the diſorder, obeyed the motions of his 


as exactly, as a company of ſoldiers go through their 
evolutions at the word of command. Now, if it would 


be no diſgrace to the city, (which, in truth, at preſent 


1 think it cannot) I would allow him to go twice a 
week in his gown to Dungel-Hill, and there, in imita- 
tion of that great man, deſcant and exhibit his medi- 
cines, provided he ſtrikes them out of his general ad- 


vertiſements; but as ſome of them are patent wares, he 


may imagine that he acts by royal authority; for in- 
fiead of Pandora's box, the ſign of John Wilkes, eſq; 


or any thing that mi? ht be more applicable to his pills 
| and 


Ea : 
and his pamphlets, he has placed the King's Arms over 


his door. —As this gentleman is ranged in the liſt of 


fame for a right worſhipful, I ſhall here give a ſpeci- 
men of his rectitude and lenity for that important 
office; and ſhew his principles as a patriot in defence 


of a ſingle ſubject, and the uſe which he makes of the 


preſs for the protection of the injured. When I pub- 
liſhed the Canterbury Patriot, which contained a reci- 


tal of the abuſes I received, I went to him to adver- 


tiſe it, and defired him to give me the names of the 
bookſellers round the country, to inſert in the adver- 
tiſement. He told me, that as Mr. Smith printed it, 
it had better be ſold at the bookſellers he dealt with; 
that he knew them all, and would take care to inſert 
their names in the advertiſement. The next day part 
of the advertiſement appeared in his paper, but not 
the name of one of the bookſellers was annexed to it. 
He was too tender of the corporation to circulate that, 
which ſo much expoſed them, and being maſler-of the 
paper would admit nothing that might promote the ſale 
of what was printed by Mr. Smith; therefore, the 


moſt material part of the advertiſement was omitted. 


lad a poor cobler taken money for ſoleing and 


heel-piecing a pair of ſhoes, and ſent them home with | 


only heel-pieces, the neighbours would have deemed 
him ſo arrant a raſcal, that the boys would never have 
left off tormenting him in his ſtall of an evening, till 
they had funcked him out of the neighbourhood. —I 
told Simmons at the time, that as I had figned my 
name to the charge I made againſt each man, I looked 
on his preſs free and open to every man who would 
attempt to vindicate himfelf, provided he alſo ſigned 
it with his real name; and, as I judged the ſame dark 
meaſures would be purſued to flander, that there had 
been to defraud and betray me, I informed him, that 
if he admitted any anonymous, ſcandalous aſperſions on 
the ſubject, I ſhould not think he behaved as a neigh- 


bour, or a fair printer; this, in ſome meaſure, I had 


a right to aſk, as I took in his paper, and had been, 
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a ene from his W But this Alderman. 
being maſter of the paper, obliged his connections, the 


next news-day, with che e 15 of his own 
wit: 75 


= One of our conſlant — — wouldche 25 to know, 


ether Thomas Roch, Jon of Patrick Roch, of 
* the county of Down, who has lately been afflifled 
% with an obſlinate ſcorbutic diſorder, as e, TH 


© 
— 


the author of the e de Patriot? 


81 never dealt wo this alderman, or 188 one elſe, for 


either ſcorbutic or pocky: pills. I have ever ſince been cau- 


tious of appearing in his ſhop, for fear of being deemed a 


cuſtomer to him for ſuch wares; nor have I fince that 


time ſeen a lady or gentleman go, into his ſhop, but I 


have been at a loſs to know whether they reſorted to 


him for pills or pamphlets.—Soon aſter a. pretty little 
Three-penny Pamphlet appeared, addreſſed to Thomas 
Roch, publiſhed and ſold by Simmons and Kirkby, 
ere I am deſcribed in my laſt moments; of which, . 
the following 1 is an extract ; 


He fin iſhed has courſe loft week, bs a violent 8 
butic complaint, whach having long infected his heart, 


£ at length ſeized his brain, and he went off olently 


* convulſed ;—I happened to be preſent at his laſt mo- 


ments, and the remembrance of him flill dwells ſo 
** ſtrongly on my mind, that I ſee him, I hear him, in 


all the agonics of deſpair, ſtarting, trembling, and ut- 
$ i tering the moſt horrid imprecations is conſcience at 

* the approach of death had conjured up before him 
* ten thouſand devils with their red hot ſpits !" 


Sure the d Jl would not have furniſhed this prin- 
ter with ſuch a morſel for his preſs, if he had not had 
him in training for a c—y mayor. Thus repeatedly did 
this Alderman's brain and preſs teem with every ſcur- 


rility that could be cordial t to his brethren of the corpo- 
ration; 
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ration; f which with many vile ſtories they raiſed” Mee 
never had a ſhadow of exiſtence, they ſo far injured 
me, that one of the firſt men in the county (who I am 
ſure never heard an honeſt man ſay any thing to my 
prejudice) having occaſion for ſome furniture, ſaid. 
he heard Roch had loſt his character, and would have 
nothing to do with him.—Do not you think, fellow- 


citizens, that our liberty and property ſtand on a fine 


foundation in this city, when the chief magiſtrate ſhall 
commit an act that requires the ruin of the citizen he 


injured to cover it? And muſt not this liberty of the 


preſs be on a glorious eſtabliſhment, when depoſited in 


the hands of an Alderman, who will thus make an 


example of a citizen and a tradeſman, for diſputing 
the juſtice of the corporation, and Pry ſcourge 
him thro'- the -county in his news-paper? Sure the 
fouleſt female proſtitute, who, circulates corruption for 
hire, cannot be ſo abandoned as a man who proſtitutes 
his preſs and pen in ſupport of an infamous party.— 
It may anſwer one good end, by preventing ſuch 
murders as are frequently committed in Spain and 
Portugal; fer whilſt a literary bravo can be hired, 


there may be no occaſion for a dagger in the dark. It 


was our worthy worſhipful George Frend that nomi- 
nated this hopeful bargain. When one alderman has 
the nomination of another (as they are felf-created 
beings) it is as natural for them to give the city one 
of their own likeneſs, as it is for one jack-aſs to beget 


another. It may be judged of what utility a charter 
is, and on what foundation our liberties and proper- 


ties ſtand, when it is conſtantly in the power of ſuch 
men to give a chief magiſtrate to rule over ten thou- 
ſaud of his majeſty's ſubjeds. — As the offices of beadle 
and hangman, ought to be executed with ſome degree 
of humanity, I would have the appointing even them in 
the power only of a man of ſenſe and diſcretion, The 
corps ſoon found, when the conteſt began, that a 


party without a printer, is like a ſhewman without a 


trumpeter. He being then a commoner, and his col- 
| LF leagues 
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| leagyes 1 the nature of the creature, to make 
38 him appear terrible, they put on the ſkin; but as the 
0 public will, no doubt, ſoon hear him bray, it will de- "I 
| monſtrate that no cover can ſcreen nature.—Frend no 2 
' ſooner dubed him an alderman, than he fancied him- 

{elf inſpired with every requiſite for city chamberlain, 
and the office being then to be diſpoſed of, he printed 

| and publiſhed to all his brethren, the qualifications 
( that were neceſſary for ſuch an important office, and 
1 moſt ſeriouſly recommended himſelf Such a pattern 

| will equally ſerve for mayor as well as chamberlain. 

And as they were printed and diſperſed; to ſave him 
the trouble of a ſecond edition at his election for 


mayor, I give the public the following abſtract of it. 


= SLA ES Wane * —— BY 


Thus he addreſſed, 
= En... 
4 «D iffident of the ' propriety of this application, derms! 
bo me to beſpeak your candour, ere you decide on the author. 
x ue moſt ambilious dgſire that acluates every hrinciple 
„ of my life, is to merit the good opinion of each individual 
1 of our reſpeclable body corporate. [The devil it is! _ 
1 | *« The office of Chamberlain, I hold to be a punttual at- 
1 tention to every the minutęſt concern, eaſy of acceſs, and 
1 chear fully ſubmiſſiue to all the troubles and inconventen- 
"i cies of his duty. Here a man's natural diſpoſition muſt 
1 be conſulted, and mine will be beſt explained by a review 
of my paſt conduct. [The devil it will! 
1 Bub it is not ſolely the drugery of the office which 
1 conſtitutes a good officer. Much more is required. Your 
i Chamberlain ſhould be a man of polite addreſs, as on all 
| public entertainments he is maſter of the ceremonies; in has 
it bie ſiaviour engaging, in his converſation familiar; he 
il ſhould be a man of liberal education, equally capable of 
i - both writing and ſpeaking; he is not from his office to 
'*Þ uſe any unbecoming authority, but to treat the meaneſt 
ll. of tas fellow- citizens with the utmoſt reſpett and affability ; 
in his public characler we are all ſo much intereſled, that 
has Maiden may either Jubjea the corporation to redi- 
cule 
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happy) the character and abilities of the Chamberlain re- 
quire the moſt ſerious attention. Much good may be ex- 
pefled from a man of buſineſs and ſpirit, and much is to 
be done in your chamber by a man of induſtrious and 


by the ruſt of antiquity, which his application might rub 


from his own aviary ; where, from a ſix- penny pam- 


has to his Lord's title by putting on his cloaths. 


corporation coin to paſs on the public without put- 


walks forth in proceſſion (inſtead of the ſerjeants with 
the {word and the reſt of the corporation geer) to have 
the devils of his printing-office to ſurround him with 


(m9 1] b 
cule and contempt, or entitle us to reſpect and applauſe. 
Next to the office of recorder (in whom we are ſingulariß 


inquiſitive diſpoſition. Many valuable records are canker'd 
off and digeſt into uſeful order. | 
Where could the daw pick up ſuch feathers? ſurely 


phlet he may emblazon himſelf with characters that he 
has as much right to appear in, as a valet de chambre 


What an honour muſt it be to the whole city to have 
ſuch a fine man chief magiſtrate? Can any citizen who 


has the leaſt knowledge of what is ſterling, ſuffer ſuch 


ting the ſhears to it. By the canker and ruſt of anti- 
quity, which he wants to rub off, he muſt certainly 
mean the vermin and paper lice, which I before de- 
ſcribed; and as it is in the paper way, he ſhall have 
my free conſent to attend conſtantly till he picks them 
all clean off. However, as I have ever been an ad- 

vocate for liberty, if my fellow-citizens chuſe to make 
him a right-worſhipful, J hope they will excuſe me if 
I am abſent at the ceremony; but as I ſhould not be 
ſurpriſed to ſee him ſucceed to that office in preference 
to the beſt man in the city, I would adviſe when he 


red hot ſpits, in ſupport of the dignity of the office, 
the privilege of the preſs, and to run any citizen 
through the guts that neglects due honour to the cor- 

poration. | 8 
The following is another ſtrong inſtance of the a- 
buſe that any citizen is liable to receive from corpora- 
tion 


_ Eſquire; and Jackſon, Eſq; our preſent mayor. Theſe 


1 


tion connection, when it coincides with the ambition 


of any man who aims at an intereſt amongſt them. 

At the time that my name was ſtruck out of the 
bond, and every other abuſe moſt ſecretly concerted, 
the following men withdrew themſelves from me at 


the fountain tavern, a club which I had frequented a- 
bove twenty years. | | Ho | 


Mr. Teele, Thomas Francis, William Francis, 
Hopkin Francis, Hopkin' Fox, Upton Jennings, 
Edward Eagar, George Baker, then ſurgeon, now 


men quitted the company of Mr, Burnby, ſen. Mr. 
Scudamore, ſen. Mr. Cannon and Mr. Brook, who 
knew their intention, and would not join them. As 
to the three brothers, no one could blame them for 
drawing in as many as they could, to ſupport the credit 
of their family. As to Will. Francis, who behaved 
through the whole with the moſt decency of them all, 
J was not in the leaſt diſpleaſed with him, from an 
opinion that he uſed me no worfe than he would have 
done the beſt friend he had; and who, I dare fay, 
laughed at them all aſide, as heartily as Gipps did at 
his city recruits. And as to Squire Baker, as there ever 


had been a civility between us, (he being the moſt of 


a gentleman and man of ſenſe of any amongſt them) 
I am confident he meant me no affront; he ſaw a mob 
gathering, and could not for the ſoul of him avoid 
fidging in amongſt them; but, as to the cauſe that 


moved him, I really believe he was as inſenſible of it, 
as a weather-cock is from whence the wind comes that 


whiſtles it about, A few days after this ſeparation, 


Mr. Farley. the maſter of the tavern, came to my 


houſe, and with much decency and ſeeming reluctance, 
told me, that he was ordered by the gentlemen who 


withdrew themſelves, to warn me from coming any 
more to the fountain club; and that Jackſon, our 


preſent mayor, was the man who propoſed it, Jackſon 
being juſt then commenced capital brewer, and a great 
man amongſt us, the party directly proclaimed (round 
: towu 
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town ad country) Roch is ſuch a ſcoundreb that Me, 


ackſon the brewer, ordered him out of company; 


which gave Korporation credit to Gipps, and gaming 


ſecurity to Francis. Every citizen has a right to look 
on the chief magiſtrate as his protector, and common 
humanity ſtimulates every juſt man to cover the injur- 
ed. How far any citizen ought to depend on ſuch a 
man may be judged, when, he quitted the company of 
ſuch, reputable men, as I have mentioned, to join with 
ſuch, a ſet in ſuch a cauſe, to acquire an intereſt in the 


| ſtation he aimed at. To caſt a man out of a com- 


pany he had ſo many years frequented, is caſting 
every odium on him that can be ſurmiſed; - it is not 


only deſtroying that reputation which every man ought 
to be ambitious of maintaining with honeſt men; but 
likewiſe the moſt effectual method that could be taken 


to ruin a man's credit in trade. Such are not offices 


to ingratiate a magiſtrate with the citizens. — As I have 


lived in this city above thirty years, in a degree of 


credit equal to moſt of my fellow- citizens, I now call 
on Jackſon, as he is chief magiſtrate, to prove by any 
one reputable witneſs, that I ever merited ſuch an af- 
front; which, if he cannot, I requeſt that every citi- 
zen, who regards his credit and ſafety, will conſider 


(when they ſee him in his gown) how highly he 
merits ſuch a plume.—As I had frequently been in 
_ Jackſon's company, and he had ever ſhewn me the ut- 


moſt complaiſance, I went to his houſe to know how 
he could juſtify ſuch an act to my face. He told me, 
very civilly, that he always liked my company; and 
on entering on the ſubject that cauſed the diſpute, 0 
ſaid, he thought me remiſs, when, on detecting F 


in my own houſe, that I did not call up my ee 5 


and ſecure him and the cards. I told him, that no 


ſuch thought then occurred to me, and if it had, that 


I could not have overpowered a man ſo much ſtronger 
and younger than myſelf, To which he replied, that 
ſuch fellows when they were detected, were ſtruck with 


terror and cally overpowered. Which expreſſion con- 


vinced 


„ 
— — ͤ2— 


— 


* 
—— —-— — tan 


* 
1 
— — — — 


r 


e ee erer 
i > 22 ©: 
* * 


n 


>a, — 


n 


=== . 


= 


— 
wh NT ga - ” — US ES. 


: 
1 
| 
: 
: 


— 


f e 


ny . 
r 


** 


n 


"IT 


<A MZ D 


630 


. me af; his ſentiment in egit to my being 
cheated, and his opinion of the man. I hope this 


/ 


will not be deemed betraying private converſation. As 
this is a cafe in which the credit and intereſt of every 


citizen is concerned, | I appeal to the public as a court 


of equity, and, in purſuance of the juſtice of that 
court, bring his own evidence againſt him. It was 
but a few- weeks before, that he propoſed turning out 
a a perſon at the crown club, for diſputing with ſome 


of the aldermen. I will allow, that when a man re- 


ceives an abuſe, the indignity is only according to 
the degree of credit the man is in who gives it. Was 
an alderman to receive a black eye, or a horſe-wWhip- 


ping, from a common carter, the indignity from ſuch 


a man would be no more than receiving a ſplaſh 
from his cart-wheel; yet, as a member of ſociety, it 


is his duty to es: him, leſt ſuch inſolence ſhould 
prevail to the prejudice of the public; it is a princi- 


ple that I have maintained from my childhood. When 


2 little ſchool-boy, if the meaneſt -black-guard in the 


ſtreet offended me, I would have all the ſatis faction 1 


was able to obtain; once indeed, after coming off with 
the worſt of it, in an engagement with a little chim- 
ney-{weeper, I was near being corrected by my mother 
for bringing home my countenance and cloaths in a 


moſt woeful plight; but on acquainting her that I had 
been moſt groſsly inſulted, after waſhing the blood 


and ſoot from my face, ſhe kiſſed and called me, good 


child, charged me ever to maintain ſuch ſpirit, or 


ſhe would not own me for her boy. Tommy, m 
dear, ſaid ſhe, let it be one of the ſtricteſt rules of 
your life never to offend any one; but, if any boy af- 


fronts you, be what he will, never ſpare him, but 
cuff him with your little fiſts as long as you are able 
to ſtand, At the ſame time ſhe gave me ſuch a 
pretty lecture on principles of honour, and the duty 


that is due to the public (from every one who is able) 


to correct infolence, that I have never thought the 


meauneſt oflending mortal bencath my relentment. 
| Kat. 
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| Yet, ſome 3 ſhould be made according to the 
different ſtations of life in which it has pleaſed Pro- 


vidence to caſt men as carters, hackney-coachmen, 
watermen, and many others, who are obſerved to have 


contracted a ſavage kind of behaviour, which they 


cannot ſhake of; yet naturally may be very good kind 


of -men; and if they had been bred in a different 


manner, might have acquired decent behaviour. 


From frequent reflections on ſuch ſubjects, I have 


moſt compaſſionately accounted for Jackſon's rudeneſs 


to me. When he was an exciſeman, a fair oppor- 


tunity offered to render him ſerviceable to his country 


and himſelf, in purſuing a deſperate gang of out-lawed 


ſmugglers, for the apprehending of whom great re- 


wards were offered, ſo high as five hundred pounds 


perhead;—he, by many acts of intrepid valour, cleared 
the land of them; for which, his merit in that ſervice 
was rewarded with an ample fortune. It is an adage, 
that, cuſtom is ſecond nature; therefore, ſuch an eager 
purſuit after the lives of his fellow-creatures, in the 
ſervice of his country, might by degrees ſteal on 
humanity. The humane laws of our happy conſtitu- 


tion. forbids either ſurgeon or a butcher to be on a 


jury, though tne one practices for our relief, and the 
other ſlaughters for our ſupport, and may naturally 
be very good men; yet, experience has convinced us, 


that frequent dealing in blood, operates on nature—ſteels | 
the breaſt, —and makes the heart callous and inſuſcepti- | 


ble of thoſe heavenly ſenſations which the Divine Maker 
formed it to receive in favour of our fellow-creatures. 


I have ſometimes reflected on the different punc- 


tilios of honour that are ſtrictly maintained in differ- 


ent ſtations; the provoſt martial in a camp, whoſe 
| buſineſs it is to purſue offenders of the martial law, 
and deliver them into the hand of the hangman, 
though his pay is conſiderable; and (if he has good 
luck inis hanging trade, having ſo much per head) 


he may live equal to a field officer, yet, ſo def= 
picable is hggdeemed, that, not an officer in the army, 
1 N nor 
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nor even 2 common man that regards the honour of 


a ſoldier, will be ſeen in his company. Nor was ſuch 
a man ever known to preſide at a martial bench of 


Juſtice, where the life or property of the meaneſt ſol- 
dier was at ſtake.——Thus, is the captain deſpiſed, though | 
he acts by commiſſion! A volunteer in ſuch ſervice 


would be avoided by a drummer; yet I know of no 
law of honour that forbids a band of aldermen from 


| making ſuch a man one of their brethren, though it 
may give no great credit to the reſt of the family. 


I know not in what degree of honour the men ſtood 
in antient Room, who purſued offenders of the law, 
and delivered them into the hands of the hangman ; : 
but the Carnifex, or common hangman, had it not in 


his power to turn a citizen out of company; for, though 


he was ſo uſeful to the ſtate, yet they looked on Wn 


who could for the ſake of hire, take a fellow- creature, 


who had never offended him, and in cool blood put 
him to death, in ſuch an odious light, that by a po- 
ſitive law, he was condemned to dwell for ever with- 
out the city walls; but that law was made in days of 
darkneſs, when the poor blind creatures were all pagans, 

and inſenſible of refined notions of honour. Now they 


are good chriſtians, perhaps the Carnifex may have an 


elegant houſe in the city, and be a great magiſtrate. 
There are but few of us poor mortal creatures, who 


can guard againſt aſſuming a power beyond our juſt 
pretenſions; this may be ſeen in a ſerjeant or a cor- 


poral, who, from that command which may be neceſ- 
ſary in their ſtations, too frequently contract and carry 


with them an air of authority beyond their pretenſions. 
—Jackſon, juſt þefore he affronted me, had purchaſed 


à bfewhouſe, and with it, either by purchaſe or leaſe, 
became abſolute lord of thirty two public-houſes in 
Canterbury, which all went. with the brewery, as the 


faves in Virginia go with a plantation when it is fold, 


Such an ablolute dominion over the habitayons*and 


livelihoods of ſo may lamilies, added, to the glory 
45 CS 
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which he had acquired on the Plains of Hawkurſt, I 
dare ſay, he thought no more in caſting a citizen out 
of company, than the Great Mogul would in calling 
his lance at one of his ſlaves. 

It is too well known in this city, to che wo pre- 
judice of the public, that by the concurrence of the 
magiſtrates, that there is ſcarce a houſe that is ſituated 


for a publick-houſe, but is either, by purchaſe or leaſe, 


in the hands of the brewers, who have maintained fuch 
an intereſt with their worſhips, that as ſurely as they 

have ſecured them, ſo ſurely they have had them li- 
cenſed, till link after link they have chained them all 
down; by which means they are become as abſolute 
maſters of the public and the publicans as Mr. Alder- 
man Printer is of his paper, and have it equally in 


their power to cram what they pleaſe down the throats 


of the people; for ſo eſtabliſhed, they have no occa- 
lion to vie with each other in the quality of their beer, 
each publican being chained down to his brewer, and 


ſuch beer as he receives, ſuch muſt he ſell, and ſuch 


muſt the people in that neighbourhood be obliged to 


drink, and good or bad pay an equal price for it. 


Thus, in a trade, the retail returns of which from the 


publick is near thirty thouſand per annum, they have 


as abſolute power to ſhape to themſelves what profit they 
Pleaſe as if they had a charter for it; and in ſuch ſub- 
jection are the publicans, that I have heard ſome of them 
declare that they have dreaded to ſcrutinize the meaſure 
of their caſks for fear of being turned out of their houſes; 
and though the magiſtrates know the deſpotick power 
they are under, yet none of them have ever made 
ſuch a ſearch in their favour; which muſt be an ag- 
gravation to butchers, bakers and but ter-women, who 


A in art, myſtery, and public utility, are far ſuperior to 


dhe brewers, yet daily liable to fines and puniſhments; 
| equity, they are as much intitled to ſuch 
chin! mdulgence, as the brewers. The great power 
which the le ziſlators give the magiſtrates over the pub- 
 licans was fopnded on a noble principle of hoſpita- 
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the brewers, oppreſſion is ſtrained to the moſt unna- 
tural pitch over the higheſt objects of national com- 
paſſion. The humanity and gratitude of our legiſ- 
lators have granted by law to ſoldiers and ſailors who 


lor JR Wheat ſeveral of them have * Fr > But few 


t 


ty, appointing them guardians to ſtrangers and tra- 


yellers, that no houſes ſhould be licenſed but ſuch as 


were a fafe reception for their perſons and properties, 
and provided with good and wholeſome entertainment 
at reaſonable rates; and that artificers and labourers, 
-whoſe ſtations in life oblige them to frequent ſuch 


houſes, and from whoſe expences fo great a part of 


the revenue arifes, ſhould have good and reaſonable 
accommodation; how far ſuch care is likely to extend 
over them may be judged, when the chief magiſtrate 

. . 1s lord over thirty-two of them. Let our roaring ad- 
vocates for liberty caſt their eyes on the publicans, and 
view the abject ſtate of ſlavery into which the magi- 

| Arates have caſt their fellow citizens, who, beſides ſo 
largely contributing to the national ſtock, in paying 
for different licences, as wine, ſpirits, beer, &c. are 
likewiſe burthened with the weighty charge of the ca- 
valry theſe expenſive times (and, until I relieved them 
from it, were obliged to pay four pounds each at 


opening their houſe, beſides an annual tribute); yet 
dare not take the natural freedom of going to what 
market they 8 for liquor. Thus, whilſt the pub- 

icans are delivered up into the hands of 


have ſerved their king and country a due time, a free 


_  toleration to ſettle and follow any lawful trade or oc- 
cupation in any city or town corporate, (London, Ox- 


ford and Cambridge excepted) but ſay, our humane 
magiſtrates, the legiſlators forgot when they paſſed the 
act, that they had formerly given us the power to deny 
licences, and we can prevent them from keeping ale- 


huouſes in our juriſdiction: and ſuch uſe hav N hey 


made of that power, that not à ſoldier or {; 


returned from the laſt war, would they ſuffgÞ to 2 


a publick-houſe, except he could raiſe twe ty pounds 
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ſuch men, when diſcharged. could be worth twenty 
pounds; many of whom, from different ſervices in 
different climes, by ſea and land, were either maimed, or 
had contracted ſuch diſorders as rendered them incapable 
of labour, and to whom an ale-houſe might have been 
a comfortable aſſylum; but, by ſuch cruel oppreſſion, 
they were ſhut out from it, by the very men, who, ac- 


2 to the law of nature, the law of hoſpitality, 


tlie law of the land, ought to have ſtood with open 


arms and embraced the ſmall remnant that returned 


from the many thouſands of our brave ſellow- ſubjects, 
who fell in battle, and were, without friend to cloſe 
their eyes, or ſuneral rights, committed in ſhoals to 


the bowels of the earth, or the depths of the ocean, 
in fighting to eſtabliſh wealth, peace, ſecurity, and 


renown to us all. Thus have theſe poor men been 
fleeced, and fourſcore pounds abſolutely given out oß 
the city ſtock to four men of their own body. Ac» 
cording to the old proverb, No patriots can be better 
qualified to find out the rogues of ſtate. | 
As every age improves, our preſent worthies have ex- 
tended their prerogative to a much higher pitch than 


their fore-fathers—they, good old gentlemen, would al- 


lowa freeman to follow his lawful occupation, on giving 
four or five guineas to be ſpent amongſt them; but 
theſe great rulers ſoar to a much higher pitch, and. 
with united force, debar a citizen from following his 
trade, where it breaks in on their connections. 
The following is a recent inſtance, of which I ſhall 
give the particulars, as I believe it is not to be paral- 
leled in any city in the king's dominions. On the de- 
mile of Mr. Jones, brewer of this city, his nephew, 
Mr. Pym, who ſerved an apprenticeſhip to him, being 
then in narrow circumſtances, having a numerous fa- 


mily, and known to be an honeſt, ſober, induſtrious 


ſeveral citizens advanced money for him to pro- 
a {mall way) in the buſineſs that his uncle had 
&d.. Succeſs ſo far attended his endeavours, 
chat i in a fei v oo he faithfully repaid and 9 


(85). 


his obligations, On lately renewing the leafe of his 


brewhouſe, and with it obliged to take a houſe near 
it, very commodious for a publick - houſe, (as his 


uncle had one within a few yards of it, which at his 


death was ſhut up) he now finding himſelf in circum- 
ſtance to ſupply one, applied to the magiſtrates for a li- 
cenſe, there being no additional publick-houſe at preſent 
in that neighbourhood. On this occaſion, Mr. Pym 
made ſeparate application to them all; which I think 
was wrong, for when ſome ſort of men are applied to, 
for what may be their duty to grant, yet they fre- 
quently refuſe, to ſhew they have. a power to deny; 


which appeared viſible in Alderman Parker, who being 


but half chamberlain, 1magined that there was not full 
reſpect ſhewn him, and though every body muſt allow 


him to be ſomebody, yet he took it into his head, and 


with that grace which the printer has deſcribed due 
from a chamberlain to a citizen, told him he was 


looked on as nobo y. I cannot find in his canvaſs 


that he met with encouragement from any but Alder- 
man Grey, Alderman Smith, and Alderman Long, 
who was a particular friend to him at his beginning. 
Alderman Gipps denied him point blank, and told him 
that they had made an order not to licenſe any more 
 publick-houſes ; which was a moſt provoking excuſe 


to Mr. Pym, who knew that ſuch a power was aſſumed 


many years ſince and diſregarded; and that, beſides 
the houſe his uncle had ſerved, there was another ſhut 
up in the fame neighbourhoood, and no other eſta- 
bliſhed in the room of either.— I can tell his wor- 
ſhip, that he might as well, at the ſame time, have 
told him that they had made a fool s-cap, and with 
it an order for all ſucceeding mayors to wear it in token 
of their wiſdom; for every mayor, with the concur- 
rence of one juſlice, can grant a licenſe when he 
pleaſes; and, as the preſent mayor is a brewex,. 


to at tor 


Jaw debars him from any ver ep, in the exglle, and 


(% ) LL 
him, than one Jew can naturalize another. They 
who know the inſtuence the preſent brewers have on 


the corporation, and the manner in which they act 


together, may make no doubt but they will endeavour 
at aſſuming ſuch a power; for, as two men in the city, 


who are maſters of their own houles, have introduced 


London Porter, the trade which they have is ſufficient 
to alarm them. As they can confine their own publick- 
houſes, the mayor may be the watchful dragon, and 
the aldermen the fiery noſtril'd brazen-hoofed bulls, 
to kick and diſcharge flames at any Jaſon who 
attempts their golden fleece, leſt the rn ſhould 
by degrees wickedly deſpiſe the brewery of this our 
antient corporation, which may be done in tenderneſs 
to the publick; 'for who but the magiſtrates ought to 
be the beſt judges what liquor is fitteſt for Canterbury 
conftitutions; and, as Mr. Pym has got a brewhoule 
commodious for carrying on much buſineſs, and as 
ſuch induſtrious men ſeldom want friends, if he be 
once admitted, he might by degrees come in for a con- 
ſiderable ſhare of the brewery; ſo they wiſely conſider- 
ed that it is eaſier to prevent, than to mend. Mr. Pym 
made proper application at a monthly meeting; and 


as this is an affair which concerns the publick, I ſhall | 


give the names of our city miniſters who were preſent, 
that they may receive that honour which is due to their 
merit. 

Alderman Long, much in his intereſt; Alderman 
Parker, half chamberlain; Alderman Gipps, Alderman 
Frend ; Alderman Slams: i Jackſon, eſq; our 
preſent mayor; and I think I have heard that Alder- 
man Doodle was amongſt them. Alderman Frend 
was appointed to give him a flat denial. Mr. Pym, 

who felt the power that oppreſſed him, told them that 
* he ſaw they were determined to lock him out from a 
r in the brewery, which was deemed inſolent, and 
e'preignt mayor told him it was not fo, putting him 


hood to obtain it, which was, to wait till the 


ſc ne of ag eltab! aſhed houles are to be dif- 
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pol of by aucdion, and then he might fland an equal 
chance with them. It may be judged what a change 


fſuch a man ſtands, to gain a houſe from ſuch opulent 

men, if they, wich the concurrence of the magiſtrates, are 
determined to keep him out. Let any man of com- 
mon ſenſe and common humanity ſeriouſly refle& on 
ſuch a ſcene in a land of liberty; Mr. Pym, born and 
| bred amongſt us, trained up to the buſineſs, and in 


the brewhouſe which his uncle had eſtabliſhed, a man 
of known honeſty and application, ſtruggling with the 


world, having a family of eight children, all to pro- 


vide for, he ftands before the magiſtrates and requeſts 
leave only to ſupply one houſe with ſtrong beer, and 
that in a neighbourhood where there had been two, 


and is peremptorily denied. Whilſt the preſent mayor 


fat amongſt the juſtices, who by law, as a brewer, had 
no right to ſpeak on the occaſion; a man not bred to 
the buſineſs, who, on quitting 5 exciſe, became at 


once poſſeſſed of fiſty-eight houſes in town and country, 


all licenſed, yet ſhewed his diſapprobation of Mr. 
' Pymn's bumble requeſt of one, and propoſed to him 
ſuch a mock method of obtaining it; and we who were 


his friends denied the n we aimed at in me 


him advance in trade. 


O rare charter ey! 


Had a ranger been preſent at ſuch a ſcene, bs muſt 
have imagined that we had followed the example of 
the frogs, who prayed the ſecond -time to Jupiter to 
ſend them a king. As our little patriot was preſent, he 
ought rather to havediſtributed ſome of his independent 
hand-bills, and made a ſpeech in favour of Mr. Pym; he 
might with ſome propriety on that occaſion, have recom- 
mended him as the only man in the world, but that 


was not conſiſtent with his intereſt. I believe there 


are but few, who know his connections with the” 
brewers, who will make more doubt of his giving 


the means of livehhood of Mr. Pym and his ht chil- 
dren to his party; than his * 10g 
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city to Mr. M, or my hundred pounds to Wil- 
liam F s.—T have ever ſtuck ſo cloſe to our fa- 
mily inſtructions, that the cover of a letter has been 
the higheſt favour I ever requeſted on my own ac 
count from any great man; yet, on Mr. Pym's juſt 
Pretenſion, I would, if joined by my fellow-citizens, 
condeſcend to lay either a petition or a remonſtrance 
at the feet of thoſe great rulers of the people. 
When a man has fo rapidly advanced in a ſtate, hiſto- 
rians have been very punctual in his riſe and progreſs, 
and by what kind of merit he advanced himſelf; and, 
as his worſhip on his commencing citizen ſo directly 
leapt over the heads of all, it may be of ſome advan- 
tage to aſpiring men to ſhew the ſpring by which he 
was elevated. — He had been for ſome time before a 
collector in the exciſe, which conſtantly furniſhed him 
with large ſums of the publick-money, with which he 
was ſo uſeful to ſeveral of our hop-venturers, and 
ſome others, that a freſh imported nabob, who had 
ſent thouſands of his fellow-creatures out of company, 
and acquired his hundred thouſands, could not have 
been more carefled, and no doubt prefetred by the 
worſhipful G—s and ſome others, as the only man in 
the world for our chief magiſtrate. This was not ſelling 
the people—no, it was only giving a man dominion 
over them by way of premium. Theſe gentlemen 
might have conſidered that he had lived to the age of 
. threeſcore in the exciſe, conſequently a ſtranger to city, 
parochial office, or any very civil employ; not- 
withſtanding he may make a very good Canterbury 
mayor. A countryman of mine on hearing that a 
merchant wanted a clerk, went and offered his ſervice, 
and on being aſked whether he could write a very 
good hand, declared he could not tell, for he had 
never taken a pen in hand to make trial; but, Sir, ſaid 
: he, if you pleaſe to hire me for a year, you may be 
ſure at H will try and do my beſt for you.—I wiſh 
this gentleman's aim at popularity had taken a differ- 
„ he might have made himſelf fingular by en- 


tering 
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tering his dray-catt mare for the king's plate; for, from 
the ſpecimen which I have had of his breed and his 
training, I had much rather have ſeen Bunco foremoſt 
on Barham-Downs, than the man firſt magiſtrate in the 
city I dwell in, who had attempted to caſt ſuch a no- 
torious abuſe on me, to oblige his corporation con- 
nections. It may be very juſtly ſaid, that he was 
choſe by a majority of freemen; but the choice was 


abſolutely the old proverb, for the magiſtrates. at that 


time thought the brewer and the printer the only two 
men in the world to chuſe a mayor from; and had 1 


voted for mayor, which I ſeldom do, eſpecially when 


the choice is ſo equal, it would have been for the for- 


mer, from an opinion that the printers and pill-mer- 


chants poiſon more of his majeſty's ſubjects than the 
brewers do. Before the magiſtrates turn out ſuch an- 
other equal pair, J ſhould like they would make a bye- 
law to have the office cudgelled for; they may erect a 
ſtage before the Court-hall door, and hang up the 


| Rnd mace, and all the corporation rattle-traps, on 


a pole, as they do a hat, or a ſhirt to be cudgelled for 
at a country wake or fair—it might then afford che ci- 


tizens a good afternoon's diverſion; for, as they are 


| fo fond of honour, no doubt but they would contend 
ſtoutly for the office, and if their ſides will bear bang- 


ing (take a few from amongſt them), I will anſwer for 


the ſtrength of their ſculls againſt any corporation in 
the king's dominions; they may then come into 4 
breed of Jolly dogs, able to knock down, kick out of 


company, erale a man's name from a bond, or pla 
the d L in the news- paper with any ſcoundrel citi- 


ꝛzꝗen who dares diſpute their omnipatence. Were the 


magiſtrates to act on juſt principles of freedom, they 
never would grant a licence to any publick houſe, till 


they were fully convinced that the man who went 
through all the painful drudgery of ſuch a buſineſs, 


paid from his labour all the weighty ſeſſes 
annext to it, and obliged as a houſekeeper to 
all pariſh offices when called on, was fe from the 
| clutches 
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clutches of a brewer, and full maſter of his own houſe, 
as every freeman and free-born Engliſhman ought ; 
the brewers then (as they ought) would be dependent 
on the publicans, and each publican be at large to ſeck 
out on the beſt terms for the beſt commodity to oblige 
his cuſtomers; a labouring man would then ſtand 
the chance of having as good a quart of beer as 
could be afforded for five-pence; ſuch a man as 
Mr. Pym might then rife according to his merit; 
and the brewing trade, as every trade in England 

ought, be laid open to every induſtrious man who 


might by the goodneſs of his commodity be inclined 


to vie for a ſhare in it, which now cannot here be at- 
tempted without the hazard of ruin before an eſtabliſh- 


ment can be made; the houſes in town, and for many 


miles round, being foreſtalled by a few men. If we 
view a farm which is held at annual pleaſure, the cul- 
ture of every field declares that the occupier (from his 
Nate of uncertainty) is driving the land to the utmoſt 
penny he can make of it; nor will he regard the in- 
jury the publick ſuſtains by the condition he leaves it 
in. Thus the bountiful talent of nature is buried in 
earth by the reſtriction that is laid on the induſtrious 
hand that ſhould put it to uſury. It is juſt ſo with 
every publick-houle ſo circumſtanced; the man thinks 
it needleſs in him to be at the pains of eſtabliſhing his 
trade by that aſſiduity and cheerful reception ſo agree- 
able to all who frequent ſuch houſes; nor will he in 


ſuch a ſtate of uncertainty be at the expence of that 


furniture and decent decorations which he otherwiſe 
would be, which is always viſible from their bed- 
chambers to their tables; he looks on himſelf as a 
creature to the brewer, who is driving him to the 


*, ufmoſt penny; and he is obliged to retaliate it on his 
cuſtomers. Thus the general abuſe falls on the thou- 


uſe ſuch houſes are deſigned, and the 
men W have eſtabliſhed and maintained ſuch abuſes 


would be eds good magiſtrates and good patriots. 


The 
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The power which the magiſtrates and brewers have 
gained, and their union together, have brought this 


city under as much ſubjection as it poſſibly could be in, 
under a ſtanding army; for they, in defiance to all, 


can give us ſuch members of parliament, ſuch magi- 


ſtrates, ſuch publick officers, and ſuch beer, as they 


pleaſe; fox as they are abſolute lords of the habitations 


and livelihoods of ſuch a number of citizens; they who 


can take away their exiſtence, muſt on all occaſions | 


have an abſolute command over them; and, as the 
publick-houſes are reſorted to by numbers of freemen, 


many of whom the publican may have an influence 
cover, the whole intereſt is added to the brewer, which 
is evident at every election, when the brewers under 

their favourite colours lead up their troops with an air 


as abſolute as ever the bighland chieftains led their de- 


| js $i and the candidates, who pretend to freedom 
and independence, as earneſtly ſolicit theſe chieftains to 
bring in their flaves, as the Pretender did the Highland 


lords, to bring in their clans to ſupport the Rebellion; 

and though our wiſe legiſlators have in future pre- 
vented ſuch evils in Scotland, yet, none of our repre- 
ſentatives, though they knew it to be downright re- 
bellion againſt the eſtabliſhment of heir fore- fathers, 
have ever attempted to deſtroy a practice ſo baneful to 
the liberties of the people they repreſent; and indeed, 


I have generally obſerved that the moſt violent patriots 


are ſanguine only in maintaining ſuch laws and cuſ- 
toms as are moſt conſiſtent with their own intereſt and 


ambition. Even the great Beckford; that thunderbolt 
of liberty, whilſt he nes out for the freedom of one 


part of America, had agents in another part of it to 


purchaſe hundreds of his fellow-creatures. for perpetual 


flavery. Sure no evil that ever was planted in a city was 


ever more eaſily. rooted out then this might be on pro- _ 
per application to parliament; Ihe very negrc 


lately obtained their freedom by contending fox 22 


do not remember that we ever troubled our gepreſenta- 


vu with any thing that 3 regaßlled the in- 
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tereſt of this city. I would propoſe to every freeman, 
,who regards the independence of his fellow- citizens, to 
apply to them, to move the legiſlative power for ſuch 
redreſs as they in their wiſdom ſhall think proper; 
which being gained, they will then have that honour, 
which ought to adorn every member of parkament, 
that of repreſenting a free people. A umon fo firm 
amongſt a ſet of men who are poſſeſſed of the publick- 
houſes, may, 1n times of rude commotion, be danger- 
ous to the ſtate, which ſuch. an act may prevent; for, 
as it is from ſuch houſes that ſuch flames are fre- | 
quently blown up, they, who are abſolute lords of _ 1 
them may (as in elections) give the voice of the peo- 
ple what tone they pleaſe.—It is well known that the 
dangerous inſurrections which have been lately raiſed 
in London, were chiefly agitated by incendiary patriots, 
ho had influence at publick-houſes; it needed no 
more than to leave two or three guineas with a patrio- 
tick landlord properly ſtationed, and letting him know 
when and where the duſt was to be raiſed, as he knew 
where to find his men as readily as the Americans do | 
their minute men; and at the appointed time, ſuch 
ſwarms of patriots were aſſembled, thundering out | 
Wilkes and Liberty, for the good of the nation, as if 
h—1! and bedlam had been by charter united, and the | 
d——| made mayor of the corporation. Sure theſe "2 
good folks had a miſtaken notion of divine harmony, | 
who took the voice of ſuch people for the voice of 
God; they did indeed, both in religious and lawful 
| principles, ſeem to vie with thoſe great patriots Wat 
Tyler and Jack Straw, who were determined not to 
leave a head or a book in the land, that contained a 
ſentiment of either law or religion; and if the greateſt 
man in the law had not been poſſeſſed with prudence 
5 adequate to his appointment, and fortitude equal to his 
| m, to ſtem the torrent of abuſes that were level- | 
alt him from his. ſtation, we ſhould have had | 


as many "obſolete laws revived, new ones aimed at, 
and. i chaner Peu claimed, as there were different 


languages 
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languages amongſt the builders of Bable, and equally 
have confounded the whole ſyſtem. Can ſuch men 
have a regard for the good of their country? 

No more, depend on it, than the daws which J men- 
tioned had for St. George's church, they only aim at 
the pinnacle to foul the ſteeple. 


Moſt of the evils which Rabe fallen on this nation 


have been inſtigated by diſappointed men, who, under 
the title of patriots, have made the people the inſtru- 
ments of their deſigns, by craftily alarming them, that 
their liberties were in danger; and ſuch are the ſchemes 
continually practiſed; they know that Britons are as 
jealous of liberty as Othello is repreſented to be of 
the honour of his bed; and like Iago, are continually 


playing on that paſſion, till at laſt the people, like 


Othello, may be wrought on to deſtroy with them- 
| ſelves their darling object. 
All the publick and private abuſes herein Sings: 


have been acted by a ſet of men who profeſs themſelves 


patriots, who fling! together like a ſwarm of bees, and hike 
bees as implicitly follow the hum of their leader; for 
parties and corporations, like the idolators of old, will 
facrifice their fellow-creatures to the idol (whether 
gold or wood) that they with their own hands have 
created. What but a party junction could have ſuſ- 
tained a man through {uch a ſcene of abuſes? It may 


be ſurmiſed, that theſe men had a previous animofity 


to me from ſome publick or private injury I had done 
them; but on this occaſion, T may fately ſay, though 
I never did much good, that neither they, nor any 
man elſe, ever ſuſtained damage or loſs by me to the 
value of a ſhilling; and though ſome or other of them 
have been my evening companions for many years, I 


never had {except now and then a little ſquib about the , + 


honeſty of their friend Wilkes) the leaſt appearance of 
diſpute or wrangle with any of them; and have, 
endeavoured to live in tranquility with all me hat 
I have made even ſuch men as theſe, appearfagrecable 
to me when in their company; and as to the aldermen, 
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the majority of whom may really be called a choſen ſet, 
7 if inadvertently when in their company, I have hap- 
N pened to drop an expreſſion that bore with it either | 
| point or edge, it has given me as much pain as if I | 
had trod on the foot of an infant; nor have I ever known | 
that I had a ſpark of reſentment in me, but when it 
has been ſtruck out by a ſet of men who have aſſumed 
lawful authority for inſolent oppreſſion; nor was there 
a man who frequented their company, that to all out- 
ward appearance was more chearfully received. All 
that they did was done in cool blood, behind my | | 
back. Sure a good cauſe was never defended in fuch * _ | 
a manner. A prudent perſon may think it dangerous 
in me thus to expoſe a ſet of men who have acted ſo 
deſperately; defperate indeed have been their mea- 
ſures; for they even got my evidence, which over- 
heard F s, and tampered with him at their morn- 
ing alehouſe rendezvous; nor were there leſs than 
three perjuries to endeavour at vindicating this affair; 
ſince which, I muſt confeſs, that I have been almoſt 
afraid of any thing that has appeared like a friend 
or an alderman. | 41 | 5 
As charters are deſigned to give peculiar privileges to 
thoſe who have a ſhare in them, the inſtances I have 
given fully prove, that they now only link one part of 
the inhabitants together, and give them a power to a- 
buſe the reſt. It has often been obſerved: in bodies 
corporate, that the worſt and moſt infignificant men 
take the lead, and as bad men are more ſanguine in 
purſuing bad meaſures than good men are in oppoſing 
them, they all ſhare equal in the infamy, and bring a 
general ſcandal on a city; and being ſworn to ſecrec 
in their houſe of burghmote, the bad ſhelter themſelves 
under the reputation of the others, which frequently 
% expoſes individuals to the ignorance or malice of a 
ew men; whereas if they were ſingled out, they could 
not tand the reſentment of the publick. And indeed, 
e call tolerable good men, when ſo ſcreened, 
agrcat deal of abuſe that is caſt on a neigh- 
7 6 bour 
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pour: rather ee the Jad of. Jofing. 4 "ally 
mer by⸗ Felenting it; lo, when, the Bebe takes 
2 leap, away goes che whole flogkgy which: ; waaſttongly | ;" — 
« blllanced, when fiſteen men, *moſteof, che ><b#poratior 
_ eraſed my name from a bond ; aul I Could never All. 
cover above the who appeared 40 give conſent' tos it: 
55 Tuck I think: mink have beer? artfully wrought on 
2 to dechare his agree 0 x to it; à man who had ever till 
5 5 "that moment {hewed n me the utmoſt neighbourly friends 
of ip: aid ] J Believe never before ſaid a rude thing 
to an man, And as to poor "end, humanity can. 
Farce cenſure him for any thing he does. 
© TIN Some may ſurmiſe by the charge which this contains, 
M3 chat I bear xeſentment againſt theſe men. Any onewho 
25 2 the objects, muſt be ſenſihle that it requires 4 
deep charge to. reach them; but, upon my honour, 
1 have no more malice to Abe them, than an ho- 
neſt farmer has, when he diſcharges his piece at a-flock 
E of rooks to prevent their preying on the publick. Theſe 
men did an act that they knew they could not juſtify, 
A and-as they, led from juſtice, by taking ſuch mean 
25 methods to hide themſelves: from my reproaches; I 
bare. here called them forth; tô juſtify their actions 


1  beſore!their neighbours in an open court, that the 
| Public abe convinced how much their ſaſety de- 
77 1 = 4 - pends-in.4 choice of an honeſt magiſtrate) and. attor- 


[zl bey and that they may meet with ſuch cculure as they 
If merit from every man who regards the ylaws of his 
dummy, and who dares maintain liberty and . | 
on: Ihe. honourable Frineigles of a ice hom es 7 


